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and to clarify the incidents a* they took place, which Hdghtnbt 'sSk *r \}' r v / ' 
bo clear from reading the individual statements, the following summary* . •>,. . . 

, of the escape and apprehension if being glvent ' ‘ 

: < 4 ' v f ; v vl#$So* ; ~ 

> Junior Officer C. T. £URST, in charge ©f the cell house d* 
during the period of the escape, at about 3*37 A. M., January 13,1939,' i ‘ 
in making & routine check noticed the bars cut in cell #532, assigned 
to DAI£ STAMPHILL* He immediately gave the alarm and further check ;■ // V/' 
of isolation cells in D block immediately thereafter disclosed that %yf- C‘\- 
five n»n were missing, namely— -^ARTHUR (DOCS) BARKER, #268, from cell ; 

#528; HENRI YOUNG, #244, from cell #529j RUFUS McCAIN, #267, from cell - 
#530; WILLIAM MARTIN, #370, from cell #531| and DAIE STAMFHHX, #535, - 

from cell #532. All cells were found to have been cut, and a window 
in the outside wall, opposite the cell of TOUNG, had a portion pf the ’ 
bar removed and outside portion of the window frame cut, through which 
the men apparently made their escape. * . ■/- _y* 

Examination by the Agents investigating this case of the 
bars in the cells of the escaped prisoners disclosed that cells #528 
through #531 each had two flat bar metal pieces cut, which permitted 
an aperture of approximately 10 by 16 inches# Cell #532 had two of 
„ the door bars cut, making an aperture of approximately 6 by 13 inches. . 

The door bars are a square type of bar, whereas the other portion of ^ 

the oell is faced by steel material which is in bands, being flat and \ 
narrow, rather than of the regular bar shape* Examination showed them ■ 
to have been sawed and filed smooth, the cuts apparently having been' * j . 
covered, prior to the time of escape, to avoid detection by paint j 

mixed with floor wax. . " "TV 


The outside window through which the escape was made has a 
regular steel frame, protected on the inside by a grill of tool proof j 
steel, approximately an inch in thickness, a portion of which had been ~4 ; 
removed from the upper portion of the grill immediately over the window, j 
permitting an individual to squeeze through and to also squeeze through 1 
an opening made by cutting the steel frame to a size to permit a body . \ 
to pass through, in the outside frame* v . 4* ’ \v 

I 1 ■ "t ' ’’*■ • • , ' ■ V • ' ' St 

s This outside window and* cell block drse on the ground floor, . 

and when escaping from this window, the prisoners dropped approximately 
eight feet to the ground and thereafter apparently escaped down the - 

steep grade lawns and shrubbry immediately adjacent to the building on 
the Golden Gate side of the Island. Considerable graas and moss ware 
found disturbed on a ledge overlooking the upper road leading to the 
Administration Building. From this point down to the water's edge, no 
definite trace as to the exact direction taken can be ascertained. How- 
ever, it will be noted from the map of the Island attached hereto that 
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BARKER and STAMPS ILL were first sighted In a core almost 
beneath the road guard tower on the Golden Gate side of the Island* j; 
McCAIN end TOUNG were flret sighted at. a point on the beach 
directly below the siren located on the San Francisco tip of the V *- ■ j 
Island* MARTIN was located on the beach at a point estimated by the 
officers to be approximately 100 yards from the siren in a direction 
towards the place where BARKER and STAMPHUL were located* The actual 
apprehension of these escapes will be recorded in detail in the state- VV', 
nenta that follow* i v . ft' 1 ---- 


Junior Officer C. TJ HURST, whose assignment was officer in 
charge of the cell house during the time of the escape, made a state- 
ment, the pertinent portion of which is as follows: . . 

' V r‘ ' ' 1 « r ' ^ V , ' 

"1* I reported for duty at 11:45 P. M* the night of January 
12, 1939, relieving Junior Officer R* W.JPENNISON, who was in charge 
of the evening watch in the Cell House* ll Immediately took a count of 
all cell blocks with the exception of isolation and solitary* The 
count checked with MR. DENNISON’S count and was correct* I continued to ~ 
make the regular routine checks within each hour* Although these checks 
are not made at reg ular intervals, they are made once every hour* I 
conducted the regular cell house count, finishing at approximately 
2:50 A. M* Lieut. H. WAWEINHCLD came in to make the hospital count at " 
1:30 A. M* I accompanied him to the west door of the Cell House, opened 
the gate leading to the hospital, and closed and locked it behind him 
and remained in the west end of the Cell House until he returned from the 
hospital at approximately 3:10 A* M* I then accompanied him to D Block 
for count of solitary and isolation* I then proceeded to A Block 
for the isolation count* This was completed at 3*15 A. M. and everything 
was all right and nothing unusual was found* 


•2* I sat at the desk until 3:30 A* V. No unusual noise 
occurred during this time* * made a regular watch call at 3*30 A* M* 
and started checking B Block* Approximately one minute after I started '* 
this check I heard a slight noise such as a steam radiator or a steam ;> 
kettle in the kitchen makes* This noise was not unusual and was not : 
repeated so I could make no investigation! other than the regular check 
I was making at the time* Officer C. aXsFUHN, who was on duty in the gun 
gallery west, said he heard the noise bur couldn’t locate it and didn’t r.. 
know what caused it. Not being repeated, I did not investigate other 
than was possible during the regular check* I completed check of B 
Block, starting C Block down Broadway (Broadway is what the main corridor 
of the Prison is called) to the west end* I proceeded to D Block ty the 
way of the screen gate at west end, leaving the gate open behind me to be 
used as a ready exit in case of emergency* I proceeded past the cells 
of RUFUS yRANKLIN , No. 335, and JAMESXlUCAS, No. 224; proceeded on past 
the stairway leading to the lower soliu^ry cells between the stairway and 



c 



■X' 1 .-: • c: 


tha front of the cells* After passing the stairway, I stepped 4*r , * r • 

wsrde the out wall Cell House intending to look up on the 
to see if all cell doors were dosed on the second gallery# "C 

so, X caught sight of the bars in the lower portion of the deaf -.ft 
■ ; , cell Ho* 532. occupied by STAKPHIIJ,, §o* 435, jnoti^thst ttose * 

k We cut at the lower section of the first horizontal bar and bent cot* , 3 ^; 
A blanket was folded up laying in front of the opening* Also, a’ sheet .i >.Vv 
was crumpled up laying an the blanket# I immediately turned ^aad rsa . \ V : w - 
out of the isolation area through the door I had left open, locking it V*t 
behind me# I instructed MR* SFUHH to cover the outer wall while I tele- , ; ; 

phoned* I ran over to the telephone, west end of the Cell House, tele- 
phone number 38, and called the armory and Mr* P* £• TIE, who was on duty 
at the armory at that tine, answered the phone# X instructed him to 
locate Lieut* WEINHOED as quickly as possible and tell him tocome into 
the Cell House# I then called the Road laser* Mr* M. D* LLOED answered .. . 
the phone and X instructed him to keep a close watch Cn the outer wall 
of the Cell House as there was a man loose in the D Block# J then called 
Mr* S. H* MdPAXL, substitute officer, who was on duty in the gun gallery 
east and instructed him to cover the aisle between C and D Blocks* l 
then called the armory where X made a contact with Lieut* WE INHOLD and- 
informed him that there was a man loose in D Block and to cosae in as 
quickly as possible* As near as X can rec a l l , this was about 3*37 A* K*, 

. January 13, 1939* _ - v - 

*3* Lieut* WEXMHOLD arrived about 3*40 A. M* as near as X 
can judge* We proceeded to D Block by way of the screen door at the east * 
end of D Block and made an inspection which resulted in finding that 
five Inmates had broken out of their oellst ^ ~ ^ - 

BARKER #268, cell 528 - .V • 

TOBNG #244, cell 529 * v - • 

• • . McCAIH #267, cell 530 . ^ v-: ' 

. ' a/- : MARTIN #370, cell 531 \ 

;• * STAMPHILL 435, cell 532* , >1 . 

. ' > age made no further check at that time but immediately left > ;. ; 

the Cell Block for east end of the Cell House to telephone Mo* 37 where y. . 
Lieut* WEDJHQLD communicated with Associate Warden HiILER, the ; -y y 

J house* and the armory to cause a general alarm* A further inspection was y 
made in the Cell Block with Associate Warden MILLER and several officers 
and it was then found that the bars in the window had been sawed off and 
it is believed that the inmates escaped through that window* I was ); “• 

the cell block at all times and made a further check to see if ary of the 
other inmates confined in D Block were missing. All were accounted for. 

There was at the time one man, MOTT OLE #373, who was in solitary con- 
finement in cell 526 , and ny instructions were not to open that cell door 
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at any time when alone* 







■I tu in the Cell Block at all times during vy tour of ; . ^V; ; 
duty and can state positively that I never heard anything unusual in 
the block other than the one time I mentioned before, and that Idid 
cot hear the above mentioned inmates when they left their oells to go 
through the window out of the prison* 



**5 # I wish to state that up until three of the Inmates, l*e*/!: 
HcCAIN 267, TOUNG 244, and MARTIN 370, were returned to the Cell block 
where YOUNG and KcCAIN were put in cells in the main corridor, that 
is, what we call »BROATHrAX*, I heard no shots* MARTIN was taken to the 
hospital* Two others were taken to the hospital* I later ascertained 
that they were BARKER and STAMFHILL. . , 7 ; - ^ ; ' vf J V* 


*1 continued on ay regular assignment* Mo further incident 
happened that I can recall* I wish to state, also, that during ay tour 
of duty in the cell block I was not armed other than to have in ay 
possession a gas billy* It is the custom in this prison to issue gas 
billies to officers in charge of the several details* The only protection 
that an officer on duty in the Cell House has is that furnished him by 
the officers on duty in the gun galleries. The officers on duty in the 
gun galleries cannot see the cells which were occupied by the inmates 
that escaped from their posts of duty* I was relieved from duty at 
approximately 7*55 A* M* by Officer C* A* MINER who took charge of 
the Cell Block on *y relief *■ * v- /•%:£’ 

'r ■ * 4 - 

, HENRI W* WE INHOLD, lieutenant in charge of the entire morning ' 

watch on Alcatraz Island, executed the following statement* 


"Statement by HENRI W. , WE INHOLD, lieutenant in Charge of 
Morning Watch* • . , ’ *- ' 

"1* After having taken the count of the Hospital and Isolation 
at 3*00 A, V* January 13, 1939, I left the Administration Building at. 
approximately 3*25 A. M. went down the road around the light House, down 
the steps, through the cut to the Parade Ground* While cm the Parade 
Ground I noticed East Island Patrol Officer, THOMAS H« PRITCHARD, coming 
across Parade Ground West E»i whereupon I proceeded to the southwest - - 
comer of the handball court where I met Officer PRITCHARD* I remained ‘ 
with him for a few minutes discussing the necessity for extra precautions 
on foggy nights and asked him if he had been checking the shower room 
windows carefully then I proceeded down the steps on East End of Apartment 
Building #64 to the Dock Tower* During all this time I heard no unusual 
noise nor noticed anything unusual* 
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:•>■ V! ' \ » •"*• i' ; '«:■{:',*•>.■■■ ■■ 'Hv.v :-fX " ■■ 

■2* On arriving at the Dock Tourer, HORACE DIESCH, Officer . />.' 
In charge at Dock Tower, informed ae that Z.waa wanted on the phone' PU 
by the Armory, This iraa at approximately 3*40 A. M, I immediately tele-^v 
phoned the Armory and at the sane time CRISS T# HURST, Officer in Charge Vi 
of the Cell Rouse, was on the telephone connected with the Armory 
Officer, HCWARD C* CHAPMAN# When Officer HURST heard ay voioe he t<£fcd ; %hp 
me that an inmate was out of his cell, in D Isolation# T 1 . 


«3* I then raced up the steps from the Dock lower to Ad- 
ministration Building Front Entrance and went into the Cell House • . : Vp 
through the Main Gate, Officer HURST and myself then proceeded to TO* p r 
Isolation through the screen door at East End of D Block and discovered 
five inmates were missing from their cells# Officer HORST and I then 
immediately proceeded to the telephone at East *nd of Cell House and 
I telephoned EDffAKD J, MILLER, Associate Warden, at his residence and 
informed Mm that five inmates were missing from their -cells, - He in- * ' 

structed me to have the alarms, siren and whistle, sounded whereupon I 
telephoned Officer CHAPMAN in the Armory to sound the siren and tele- 
phoned STANLEY FULLALOVE, A ssietant Engineer in charge at the Power House, 
to sound the whistle, which was immediately done# * . > . " 7 .* 


■4# Officer HURST and nyself then proceeded back to f D« iso** 
lation through the screen door at East End W block and inspected the' % 
five cells, and I checked the radiator ventilators and entrance to / 

Lower Solitary returning with Officer HURST in a few minutes to the £ a#t- 
End Cell House at the Main Gate where we met Associate Warden MILLER 
who detailed Officer SHELDON and nyself to return and make thorough 
search of *T> % Block# * ; -"V 


"5# Officers SHELDON and HURST and Byself proceeded to D Block 
and I checked D Block around the .middle tier and went up on top of D 
Block at the w eat End, about which time other officers began arriving in, 
the Cell Rouse, and on eoming down from the top of f D* Block at the East ; 
End I encountered lieutenant JOSEPH H* SIMPSON on the top tier of D - ‘ * V 
Block# . /y-s J p * X S.' ft. v 


, *6# Associate Warden MILLER had taken charge and instructed .^ . 

me to see tha t men were posted on the beaches after it had been dis- 
covered that the inmates had apparently got out of the Cell House through 
the window, I then went out of the Cell House through the Main Gate, 
procured arms from the Armory, a 45 automatic pistol ana proceeded down 
the road toward the Road Tower on the way encountering several officers and 
instructed them to cover the beaches outside of the w ork A rea# I also 
met Lieutenant ISAAC B, FAULK on the road on the way down to the Road 
Tower and together we proceeded to the Work Area going through the Upper 
Road Gate immediately under the Road Tower, We had just entered when 
we heard shots being fired whereupon we immediately ran down to the lower 



road to * point overlooking thechve on the beach immediately telco^ 
the Road Tower and 1 began firing into the cove at some faintly white 
shadows, firing three to five shots to the best of W recollection. * t- 
then went oat of the »ork Area to tie edge of the lower road frerlooking 
the cove and instructed MAURICE D. LI/HD, officer in charge of the. Road -,5;V’ 
Tower, to turn hie light «a the cove and after more light had been •* 
brought to bear on the water edge in the cove two pairs of legs could. ' » V. 
be distinguished# . v ; v . ; v- « 

*7/1 then proceeded around the Parade Ground following the * ** 

Road around to the Patch leading down to the Seal Wall at the ast and 
of the Island, went down the patch to the Sea Wall and as I errivedthe 
Launch McDowell came around the northeast comer of the Island throwing 
its searchlight along the beach# A makeshift raft was floating in 
the water near the end of the Sea Wall# I threw «y flashlight along > 
the beach toward the West side of the Island and saw two men, one naked 
and the other clad in a pair of atsgged drawers. I called to then to . 
surrender and they came on around the ledge of the with t ™ e iL 5““*! 

in the air. I then identified then as inmates RUFUS ROT McCAIN #267 and 

''HENRY YOUNG #244. " ' " ' ■ 

■8. Officer EDMUND J. KEAN appeared and he and I brought inmates 
• VoCUX and YOUNG around to the ^ock Office along the Sea Wall. On the _ 
way we met Officers HENRY T. DAVIS and EMU E. EXCHNER and I instructed . 
Officers KEAN and DAVIS to proceed to the beach at the end of the Sea 
Wall and maintain watch and Officer KICHNES and I took the prisoners • . 
around by the "ock up the Road and to tbs Main Entrance of the Cell House * •; 
and left them in the Main Entrance in charge of which inmates I left 
‘Officers HICHNER and PALLAS E. TYE, Officer in charge of Main Gate, 

Morning Watch. j ' . 

"0. As I passed the Dock Tower on the way up the hill with the . 
inmates I instructed HORACE DIESCH, Officer la charge Dock Tower, to 
ratify Associate Warden MIILER inmates McCAIN and YOUNG had been re- 
captured. The balance of the night I spent in assisting wherever I sight 
be needed but nothing noteworthy happened where it would be possible for 
as to witness It# v >; ■ **'£?■ ;■ .iL '* . Sy 

. . \ »Hrf W# WEIKHOID, Lieutenant ^y>: cH 

"Statement made Alcatras .>■' 

Island, California January 14, 1933/ ■ . " 'Vv*; .. “ ’ ■*. 

The following is a statement of Associate Warden EDWARD J* 

MILLER. More information will be set forth later as to what informa- 
tion Associate Warden MILLER has obtained as a result of interviewing 
WILLIAM MART DC, one of the escapes# 
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•January 14, 1939 

■ • * • * r-*-r>r 

■1^ EOJTAKD J# MILLER, Associate Warden at the United State# 
Penitentiary* Alcatra., California, furnish the following information ;• 
to Special Agents L* fi. RICHMOND and J. H. ^ICE of the Federal Bureau ■ 

of Investigation# ^ ... " 

. -* •, •Early on the morning of January 13, 1939, I was awakened by 
ny telephone ringing# When I answered it after slipping on * t>atl 5about 3lA5 A#K# 
robe and going to the first floor where the telephone was located fi - » - 

found that it was Lieutenant WEDffiOID stating that ‘They are all loose ^ . 

in *D" Block Isolation* • I instructed him to torn on the siren on the 
roof and to instruct the power plant to sound their whistle. I put on 
ny shoes and a pair of pants and left ny house# I did not see a light 
at Lieutenant FAULK’S residence and I ran across and rang his bell and 
then came across the parade ground, up the cutoff behind Buildings #43 V 
and #15# Whan I arrived at the Administration B uilding , Lieutenant - 
WEINHCSU) was inside and other officers were starting to arrive# As they 
came up I told each officer that some men were loose in ’D 1 ®lock Isolation, 
told them to draw a club or gas billy gun from the Armory* When I got 
six or seven men, I told the Armorer to hold all the Test of the® until 
I started this group into the Cell Block with Lieutenant WEINHOID# 

When I got to the cellhouse door at the main gate and started to go into 
the cellhouse. Lieutenant WE INHOLD met me there and told me that there 
were five of them gone and they had left through a window and were not 
in the cell block# I detailed three or four officers to go into the - 
cell block with the cellhouse officer to check immediately and went back 
to the Armory where as the officers began to come in, I sent them out : 
to cover the cell building, the different posts around the Island and 
different parts of the beach# When Lieutenant WEDJHOID came out I 
instructed him to take a couple of officers and go down into the work 
area to see if ary of them bad gone over the cat walks# About this 
time harden JOHNSTON arrived and I told him what had happened and what 

had been done# , .» . ■ < -v. v- ' '• V"/: \ 

*\ . 'V : ■- V ''V . ■-•.-•..V- • 

•There was considerable exiitement but I remember instructing 
Officer BITMAP to draw a Thompson Sub-Machine Gun and go to the road 
below the Hoad Tower to check the cove on the beach immediately beneath ;./. ■ 
the Tower# I then went to the window which had been broken through and 
: made sure that that point was amply covered* While there I heard shots ; - 
fired down below me near the cove and I went around the road and down 
to where MR* DITMAR was on the lower road# On the way down I passed : ; 

Officer PRITCHARD on the upper road and noted that the Road Tower Guard • 
was out and had his tower light turae^ down into the cove# With these 
lights on we could see two white bodies, one was laying down and the 
other was partly sitting up* In a few minutes the Launch McDowell came 
around, put their lights on, playing up and down the entire cove and we 
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could make out only the : two sen/ Themen on the Tdsahdh «kid that 

they had sighted two men farther down near the seawall and ^other officers^;: 

J had taken the* to the oellhouae* I sent MR* FAULK to the £ock for^^.U : /r^v/ ", 
\.y -ropes and sent MR* CBRKT down over the hillside to the dove where the ^ : ■. 

lr£ji. ... men were lying* Officer KAUFMAN who was part way down on the hillside. 

>V- ' '‘‘ then followed Officer GORKI down to the beach* I gave the pistol I had:|£*V \ .! 

taken fro© Officer CURKI to Lieutenant FAULK and suggested wego down / Va$r/? 
to the east beach* We met Officers DAVIS and KEAN at the end of. the : r< ■ 

sea wall where a makeshift raft was drifting In* We left them to get ’>V 

the raft in and dismantle it and went along the beach in the direction v* * 
of the cove. The tide was in almost to the cliff and it was necessary 
to wade almost to our waists in spots* 1 went on ahead with ay light , 
following by Lieutenant FAULK. We had gene about eighty. or a hundred 
feet, perhaps more, when Lieutenant FUIK hollared 1 There he is 1 and tin 
\ turning X heard a splash in the water and found that the negro, MARTIN, • r ~- 

V was in the water, floundering about, approximately thirty feet out. He 

was apparently trying to stand up on the slippery rocks, hollering cut 
»I give up, I give up 1 * I went to him, motioned him to come in to the 
cliff which he tried to do but seemed to be having difficulty, apparently.^ . 
haring strained himself in the fall* I waded out to him, got hold of 
him and got him over to the cliff. We walked him over to the beach on 
the east sea wall. He was naked except for a pair of socks. We took 
....... * pair of coveralls from the material found on the raft and wrapped about 

his waist, marched him on up the roadway, up the patch, across the’-. 

; parade ground, up the road passed the apartment building to the clothing 

room door. X took Lieutenant FAULK 1 S pistol from him, gave it to Officer 
: jr: . GARDNER and instructed Lieutenant FAULK to take MARTIN to the Hospital 

* Tr: \ and stay there until the Hospital attendants put him to bed, which he 

did* — • 4 ’ t v : v 




•I then came back to the Administration Building office, , - 
learned of the progress made and returned to the cove* At that time tbey'^y 
had the row boat off of the launch, rowing into the cove* I stayed there 
until the bodies were picked up end put in boat and the launch left for 
the dock. I then went to the dock. Two coast guard boats were standing ,, 
with their lights playing on the launch and following our boat around* y. 

The launch McDowell pulled into the dock. BARKER was removed from the’ • 

skiff first, then STAKPHILL, both placed in the .bus and brought to the 
clothing room in. the basement, then to the. hospital. ' I .turned ny gun •; 
over to Officer GARDNER and went to the hospital* ■ 

•DR* RITCHEI was in the Hospital when I arrived there/ X went v/ 
into the first aid room, saw BARKER being given treatment* STAJIPHILL 
was brought up second and one of the nurses began to give him first aid. 

STAMPS ILL was doing nothing but groaning. BARKER was conscious. 




mumbling t©' himself, could not make out a good deal he said, the only 
clear words being shot all to Hell#* ‘ .*■** -^-VV; '^1 


«I then left the Hospital, went back to the cell block, and ’ ’.:' 
took all necessary precautions to safeguard the institution and can-^> 
tinue with the regular routine#' V‘ :: 

/»/ E.J. MI HER " >.‘\> "'?■ V ' ; - '• V ^Qr ’ 

E. J* ltUler, Associate Warden ' 

U* S. Penitentiary ’ r; **v* ; 

Alcatra*, California 


"Witnesses! 

/s / L. H. RICHMOND /s/ J. H* IUCE, 
L, H, Richmond J. H* Rice 

F* B. I* San Francisco, Calif# ... 
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•January 1 4, 1939 


•I, PAUL J* MADIGAN, Captain at the U* S# Penitentiary, Alcatraz, 
California, furnish the following information to Special Agents ? 
L* H* RICHMOND and J# S* KJCX of the Federal Bureau of Investl* ; 
gationt >*.-•' '*■- ■: \i'* . ~ ^ „vv l 

'V'. " '■ <J * ???’■?■•: ; y'' k ; £*’-■?<*' ■'*>&*££. 

*When the siren sounded early on the morning of January 13, 1939, 
I came to the Administration Building as soon as possible and -V i 
went into the cellhouse with the Associate Harden and other offi« 
cers* On checking "D* Block we found bars on seme of the cells 
out and on checking the windows Officer CARMAN found the hole 
through which the men had gone* He came out to the Armory, drew ‘ 
arms and I went down to the dock, aet the two boatmen, had then 
draw the key and got the launch out* 






•As we went around the east end of the Island, we picked out two . 
men near the shore and after making sure that officers on the 
shore had them in custody, proceeded around, flashing the search* • k 

light on the beach* When we got to the core and the two men were 
in safe control, we returned to the dock for the rowboat. Officer 

MAT rowed to the cove and the prisoners were taken back to the 

Dock and up to the Hospital* 

(signed) P. J* MADIGAN 

PAUL J. MADIGAN, Captain 

U# S* Penitentiary, - r - * 

Aloatraz, California* 

- • '? _ \ ''‘'s 

’ • •January U, J-939 

•I, ROBERT L* CARMAN, Junior Officer at the IT# S. Penitentiary, 

Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to Special , 

Agents L* H. RICHMOND and J* H. EICX of the Federal Bureau of_ ..?■ 
Investigation* r /ih •. 

"As soon as I heard the alarm early on the morning of January 13, 

1939# I reported to the Administration Building end went into the , ■ - 
cellhouse "V* Block with other officers* On looking around £ : : : * 

noticed the bars being sawed on the window and shortly thereafter >. . 
all of the officers went to the front part of the prison* Mr* > * : 'h 

COTTERAL and I were sent back to stay in the cellhouse with the cell* \ 
house officer and I had no further pert in the search for the men* ,>y 
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•The pieces removed from the window and the basket guard were not 
''on the inside of the dollhouse*: 

, a. : *_ (signed) ROBERT I* CAHWU . 

\ - > v Junior Officer 

:*J-- .**■'■ < ' ;> "■■■.•*- 0. S. Penitentiary ‘7 

? ;/ -.. • • ' *•■ - v •- Alaatra** Oeliforxd'n*.^</"A:r> 


•January H* 1939 

*I t CLIFFORD K. DIMER* Junior Officer at the 0* S* Penitentiary* 
Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to \ 

Special Agents U H* RICHMOND add J* H. RICX of the Federal . \ 

Bureau of Investigation* / / -I *. ‘ . r ' 

•On hearing the siren sounded early on the morning of January 13* 

. 1939, I came as soon as possible to the Administration Building* . 
met the Associate Warden and he told me to draw a gun and see 
if I could locate the prisoners. I was finally sent down to the 
road near the Road Tower. I was looking along the beach but it was 
rather foggy when I first got down there and you could not see the 
water but the wind came in and the fog drifted out and Z anr a 
couple of white shapes moving to the water* so I hollered to ths® 
to stop# I knew they were men by the way they were moving* They did 
not stop and I fired five shots into the water, between them and the 
water* They continued to go toward the water* so I aimed directly 
at the men and fired nine shots and when I finished firing the last 
shot they were both down* so I unit firing. There were others 
firing, I heard firing on both sides of me but it was dark and I do 
not know who did the shooting* 

1 stayed in that vicinity until the tiro prisoners were loaded in 
the rowboat. At the time I first fired at the i»n the l^h tad 
not arrived, they were Just coming around the point. I was about 
seventy five feet shove the men end off to one aide when I firefl y. ... 

down et them. I had a Thompson eub-machine gun* V- 

, . ... _ % . on ; . Vi. *• 

•After the men were loaded in the rowboat, 1 «»/»pW the cell- • ; 

, house, turned in my gun, had breakfast and reported for duty. 

(signed) CLIFFORD I. DIMES 
Junior Officer 
0. S. Penitentiary 
Alcatraz, California" 
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■January 14, 


•I, JOHN IV OBERTO, Chief Bnginaer Water Equipment atthe U* 
Penitentiary, Alcatraa, California, furnish the following in- ^ ^ 
formation to Special Agents L# H* RICHMOND and J* H* Bid of the o^*' 
Wederal Bureau of Investigations ^ 

■I was awakened the morning of January 13, 1939 by thw elren j 
blowing and the whistle from the power house* I dressed as fast 
.as I could, ran down to my post under the Dock Tower to stand by ' 
for the key and orders* On the way I met Hr. BEBH3L5Z and we went 
to the dock together* When we arrived at the Dock Tower Officer 

DIBSCH, on duty in the tower, did not what had happened* ' :/ 

Shortly afterwards Lieutenant SIMPSON and Captain MADIOAN arrived 
at the dock, we secured the key from the Dock Tower and started 
the hoat* We started around the east side of the Island with out 
4 searchlight playing on the beach* I was steering the hoat and Mr* 
KEBHOLTZ, ay Assistant, was operating the searchlight and the radio* 
As we got around just a little beyond the seawall on the east end / 
of the Island we could see something on the beach that was unusual 
so someone on the outside of the boat hollered "Get up there* 1 and 
fired a couple of shots and two men jumped up with hands raised and 
gome officers on the shore were close to the men and took charge — 
of them* .or o - 

■We proceeded along the beach, circling the Island playing the 
light on the shore and when we got to the core just this side of the 
incinerator, we aaw two men huddled up on the beach* A few warning 
shots were fired from the boat and then we proceeded in close and 
could see that the men were lying there wounded with blood showing, 
so we ©erne back to the wharf and got the rofrboat in tow and 
proceeded back around to where the men were. Officer MAT was in the 
rowboat end he rowed in to pick up the wounded men* Two officers • 
came down from over the hank and helped get the men in the boat* 

One of the officers returned in the boat with Officer MAT and the 
two prisoners, the officers then got on the launch and the launch 
returned to the wharf towing the skiff with the two prisoners la it* 
The prisoners *ere pieced ashore and taken away in the bus* - ^ 


(signed) - JOHN P* OHBETO 

Chief Engineer - Mater Equipment 
T7* S* Penitentiary, Alcatraa* 
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•January 14# 1939 



*1, JOSEPH K* XAU5MAN, Junior Officer ot the®# S. Penitentiary, 
Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to ; *r 
Special Agents L* H* RICHMOND and J. H* RICE of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation: ■'.* *V : vf. 


•After the alarm was sounded the morning of January 13, 1939# v ■ 

I came to the Administration Building as rapidly as possible, " ;?^ 
drew a flashlight from the Armory and went on a search with .• 
Officers BOTD, RYCHNER and PEPPER. Me went around past the Hoad 
Tower down the road and were working around on the parade ground 
when we heard shots up by the Road Tower, so we came back there 
and went down on the lower road* The Associate Warden was there 
directing and I went down on the bank part way where I could see 
the two men lying on the beach* f " •* 


•When the rope was secured and Mr* COREY got down, I follcwed 
down immediately after him* TThen we reached the men, we 
identified them as ARTHUR BARKER and DALE STAMPHILL. Me waited 
on the beach until they got the rowboat around and we got the two 
men into the rowboat* Mr* MAY was in the rowboat and he and Mr* , 
CURRY took the boat back out to our launch. I climbed back up 
the cliff. The remainder of the morning, I performed routine 
duties as ordered by Captain MADIGAN. 


* (signed) JOSEPH K. KAUFMAN, 

Junior Officer, 

U. S* Penitentiary 
Alcatraz, California* . 

•January 14, 1939 

•I, KENNETH C* CURRY, Junior Officer at the U. S. Penitentiary, 
Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to Special 
Agents X>* H. RICHMOND and J. H* HICK of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation: 

•At five minutes to four A. M* January 13* 1939* I heard the siren 
and I reported immediately to the Administration Building* On 
learning what had happened, I secured a 45 revolver and flashlight 


( 


o 


•trail the Armory. I started down to the beech and Then I >V'" 

ah^ e ««?,!^. tr !? 0h ^ l he ****** sr<waa 1 look84 underneath 1. 
*ae culverts, then I went ever to the edge of the Island j* v ‘‘ 

vrhere the signal gun is and I searched around the trees there 

Jrf^hTr 11 ? l S? k aiia th9n 1 started ««m toeard the east end 
« the Island. There is a path by the fog horn leading down to 
the beach. 1 got about half eray and 1 heard sane shots by the 
Road Tower and then I saw two officers running towards the Road 
Twer, so I ran up there and when I got there the Associate 
warden was there and he said there were some of the men down In 
core, but he did not know how many, that the boat was goung 
around and for me to report to the dock and accompany the boat* 
givihg the same instructions to Officers MAT and PEPPER* 


- A v 
.«;«*» "•* -V 


the 


*We went to the dock and Lieitenant SIMPSON who was there stated 
that he wanted two of us to get a rope to go down into the eore c 
where the inmates were* So Mr. PAULK and I got a rope and we took 
the hus and drove around, tied the rope onto the bus and I went 
down the rope to the cove* Mr* KAUFMAN was there on the first ledge 
and after I passed him, he fallowed me dorm the rope* When I got 
down there, BARKER and STAMPHUi were there, wounded, and we just 
stayed and waited until the boat got around* 


•When MAT arrived in the rowboat we lifted the prisoners into 
the boat and I got in the boat with Mr. MAT and the prisoners and 
we rowed back to the launch. At that time one of the Coast Guard 'V 
boats was standing by and turning its lights Into the cove also* \ 
Mr. KAUFMAN returned by the rope* When we reached the launch, Mr* 

MAT and I boarded the Launch and left the prisoners in the rowboat 
alone while it was towed back to the dock* I helped carry BARKER 
into the bus. The prisoners never were put on the McDowell* 


•The water was quite rough and we had quite a time outselves to get 
off the rowboat onto the launch. When we reached tbe"prisoners in 
the cove, they were both conscious, said they were helpless, unarmed 
and complained of the cold. They Just had shorts on hut had been 
in the water for they were wet and bloody* - ' .. 

(signed) KENNETH C, CUHRT 

Junior Officer * J 

U. S* Penitentiary ■; 

Alcatraz, California* 
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•I, RAYMOND W. MAY, Junior Officer at the V, 9* Peidteatiwyy;. >’v 
Alcatraz, Celifomia, furnish the following infoiraatien to A 

Special Agents X* H. RICHMOND and j» S* RICE of the J#d6r®li..^r,, 
Bureau of Investigation* • • *\ ; < : v •;•?•• ^ 


T I— V 


•When the siren and whistles sounded early on the morning Wf 
January 13, 1939, I first thought it was a fire and by this 
confusion was delayed In reac hed the Administration Building 
a few momenta, I received a biTTy and went down along the road* - •*> 
I heard some shots, met the Associate Warden and he told ae 
to have the boat come around to the cove near the incinerator, 

f *0n the way to the cove, we played the searchlight baa two • ** 

prisoners and after seeing that officers on shore took the® into A - 
custody, proceeded on to the cove. When it was seen that the 
prisoners were safely guarded, we proceeded back to the dock 
for the rowboat and I rode back in the rowboat and on reaching 
the cove rowed ashore, » 


"Officers CUKKY and KAUFMAN were on the beach in the cover near 

the prisoners. I noticed that BARKER had hie short trunks on . ^ 

and I started to frisk him when STAMrtLLLL said "He hasn*tgot a t .. 

knife''. We loaded the prisoners in the boat, Officer CBHHI and 

I rowed them back to the Launch, got on the Launch ourselves and 

the Launch towed the rowboat containing the two prisoners hack to V 

the dock and they were loaded on the bus and taken to the Hospital, 


(signed) RAYMOND W. MAY 

Junior Officer v - ... : ' : „ . -• . . . 

V* S. Penitentiary ^ .• 

Alcatraz, California r f\ \ 


, y r 7 r ‘ Sft* *'• 0 -'-« *. .. *?-* * *• -• •" ’• '\k: r /T ‘r!*;u V 

\ \ *\ V* V; A • ‘S ’ v "January H, 1939/*V ; - • • 

•I, EDMUND J. KEAN, Junior Officer' at the T7* S. Penitentiary,: /; 

Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to Special 
Agents L, H. RICHMOND and J. H. RICE of the Tederal Bureau of 
Investigation* 
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•After the alarm was sounded the -aojrtiihgiof January 13, W. r? ; .v 

I reported as soon as possible at the Administration Building, .. 

secured a pistol and was sent down to the beach. I went deem 

and stood at the extreme end of the seawall near the* la#t 0 ,* •' A?- 

light standard and patrolled up and down. I had no flash VV’ ' 

light. After 1 had walked around about ten minutes, 'the Launch -'V. 

McDowell came around the corner from the dock with its searchlight on 

and about the same time Lieutenant WKLNHQLD came around, w a l k ing 

on the wall patrolling with the launch . Just the other side aU ’.” '}*'!'• 

of the seawall the light from the Launch picked up two Of the v\ *' ; ' ’ 

convicts and they came up with their hands up and Lieutenant ' •• 

IUNHOLD told them to come on out* I did not shoot at the 

men although I did hear a couple of shots about that time thoug h 

1 am uncertain as to where they originated. I asked Lieutenant WEJftfc 
BOLD If he wished me to go In with him and he told me to stay “V 

where I was... * ■* \ ‘ 3 

} . ■ ■ T ’ . f ‘ •}• ■ 

•After Lieutenant 1EEINHGLD left Officer HH3SET T* DAVIS came 
along and he had a rather poor pocket flashlight. About that 
time we noticed a raft right below the wall on the extreme end . 
of the wall* We were deliberating whether to tear it apart when 
the Associate Warden came along, accompanied by Lieutenant FADLK* 

He inquired whether anyone had been along on the beach beyond 
the wall where the two men had been found. Then the Associate ' r 

Warden and Lieutenant FAULK went along the beach and in about five - • ’ 
minutes I heard a splash and soon thereafter the Associate Warden • 
and Lieutenant FAULK came back with the negro* The Associate Warden 
wrapped a pair of coveralls about his waist* The raft was hauled -v** •• 

Up on the wall* It was floating on the water when first seen, came ; V*. 

into shore* Was constructed of several boards bound together with j v 

sheeting and there was a small bow backed chair and a canvas camp 
chair and clothing, underclothing and shoes. It was about 5 1 x 6* 

I should judge* _ : t . ? . . \ • 

•We went up the path xhu with the Associate Warden, Lieutenant 

FAULK and the negro (MABTIN) and when we got to the top the . ■’ * " V- 

Associate Warden said something about going over to the Hoad Tower and 

DAVIS and I went over there and we were there probably ten or 

twelve minutes when the Launch came around, the two prisoners were , 

picked up and taken to the dock* . I then went to the Armory and '*■: t . ..-V.Y ' 

turned in my pistol and went to ay quarters* ' > r ; 

(signed) EDMUND J. KEAN ^ ' 

Junior Officer 
U. S* Penitentiary 
Alcatraz, California" 
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* January 14» 1939 

..... , v ,‘v a' -?■' ■'? ’’•o* 'CSS^'- 

■* ;... -: /•-• ..•-' '• •'• ’ * ;■> ••,*: ' : . 

•I, ISAAC B# TADIK, Lieutenant at the TTnited States Penitentiary, 

Alcatraz, California, furnish the following Information to ; .V4*Jk 
Special Agents L. H. RICHMOND and 7* E* RXCI of the Fedex^\ 

Bureau of Investigation* •'■ . <*-r: ...v -• 

• • ‘ ■••'.-* ’ 

•. .:••-* •..•--• • v i. . \: • -• 

•When I awakened early on the morning of January 13, 1939, I hea 
the siren going and got out of bed. At first I took it to be a eirea>/ 
in the Bay, it sounded like a boot, I called up the Armory but : 
there was another party evidently on the line because he said 
•You cut in on me 1 * and then the telephone vent dead* I got up and 
at that time someone rang my doorbell but when I went outside after in- 
putting my overcoat on there was no one there*. I then vent outside 
and went down to the dock at first. .Could not see anyone around / V 
and went back home and called the Bock Tower and the man In the.-Dock* 

Tower told me they needed me at the top side so I immediately vent to - r? : - 
the administration building. I ran into men coming down the hill ‘./l-’ 
starting on the search, so I fell in with them* Lieutenant WKTNSCELD J - 
and I then went inside the work area* We first vent to the incinerator, ' 
Just as we got to the incinerator, a man outside the fence said "Came 
out of there" and soon we heard shots# I did not have any arms but 
Lieutenant WEINHOLD fired a few shots, I do not know how many. We 
came back outside the fence and when I got outside, I went down to the 
dock to get a rope so we could go down over the bank# We could see 
the two men laying down there in the cove# . . : 

**“* ' \ \ ' * / • V. 

•I got a rope and came back# We dropped the rope over the bank \ ;£ 

and as I got the rope over the bank, the launch McDowell came in view# 

The Associate Warden hollered out to the boat and asked how many 

they could see there and they replied that they could see two and 

that an officer had two going around the beach taking them over 

toward the dock, so that left one men unaccounted for# v ; : 

•The Associate Warden said to me that we would take a walk down on 
the beach and see if we could locate him# We got down to the beach 
and right at the end of the seawall we came across a raft that : 

’they had made, composed of several boards, clothing nnd shoes wrapped 
on it, and all held together with stripe of sheets. We proceeded on •; 
around through the water# We had to wade through the water as the 7 . ' “ 

tide was in# We went, I should say, 80 to 100 feet around on the 
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* shore playing our lights up along the bank and ire had arl- ; ; J *■/?■& J; : 
dently passed this negro for he wae up cm the cliff above 
approximately 15 or 2Q feet up over our heads to the right* -The 
Associate Warden wa a playirg his light up and I just happened 
to look around and saw this negro move and down he came, the •■'■‘v jev ,'vj 
rock having probably given way* He struck the bank on the way . ■/ 

down and landed several feet out in the Bay* We went over and ’ Vr^-V 
he surrendered peacefully* He did not give any trouble at all* ;;v* , 
The negro, MARTIN, did not have a strip of clothes on except ... -v. ' ' i 

a pair of socks. We picked up a pair of coveralls from the^/V'p'-V r ’ 
material on the raft and wrapped around his waist* We took 
him across the parade ground, he seemed to be injured and had 
trouble making it up, but we got up to the clothing roam door 
and he was checked into the hospital at approximately 5*15 A* WU: '' v 

■ * . ■ - * . - • «*_* 

/ (signed) I* B. FAHLK -r: ^ 

Lieutenant, 

U* S. Penitentiary, 

Alcatraz* 


... ^ . ... * •January U» 1939 • ~ 

•I, FREEMAN# E* PEPPER, Junior Officer at the U. 8. Penitentiary, 
Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to 
Special Agents L* H* RICHMOND and J# B* RICK of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation! ; . v , , * ,.\ ; 

•After I heard the alarm, I came to the Administration Building 
as rapidly ae possible, ¥$ien it was found that five men had 
escaped, I got a billy from the Armory and started down the 
hill with a group of other men. When we went by the road below 
the Road Tower I heard some shots and the Associate Warden came 
running and told me to go and bring the Launch McDowell around* 

I went to the dock with several other men and boarded the boat* 

•As ire went around the Island, the searchlight was turned on the . 
beach and near the end of the seawall two men were discovered and 
officers on the shore took charge of them* Continuing around to 
the cove, we found there were only two men there, completely under 
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"control and received orders to go back to the dock and get a 
rowboat* The rowboat was secured and Mr, MAI rode in it back 
to the cove* Mr, MAY rowed the boat over into the cove and with 
two officers who had come down the cliff on a rope* the two 
prieonere were placed in the rowboat, rowed * aCk ' 
and Mr* CURKI* The two officers got on the launch ^ 
boat containing the two prisoners was towed around Jo. the dock* ^ 

\ ■ . •. •;* '* - ' - 

•On orriTtig at the Sock I went to get some bl^etB^cenrae ■ 
ana bags to put on the floor of the passenger bus, * h» prlson^s^- 
were lifted Into the bus ana taken to the clothing room door of 
toe institution. I assisted in carrying aach in turn up the . . 
stairwa^to the Hospital. After was laid on thetobg 

in the Hospital, be aaid •! was a fool to try it . ^ 

said nothing though he was fully conscious. 

(signed) IEE3CAH S. TEVBR 

• Junior Qt fleer, / ' s 

* * U. S* Penitentiary . 

Alcatraz, California* ; 

"January 14# 4939 

■t v B CCirET^OED* Guard Attendant with the United States Public 
Health Service ^^o^tion^'s^Sal 4®nte 

SWAKV ^plc^tle mSSl Bureau of Investigation* 

iMiSfE" 

ci jurat or* 

•There was a Coast O^rd M out £«. 

on the beach “J^a^Sboat 200 or 2$0 feet. There were two nen 
!"ibe f r ch c^0U3. rS - r ^e 

of f ieer^ TO Wr^ 1 KAT t rOTed I1 in to the^oove out* of^*^*^ 

• “VeC rather slippery, so I got hi. to give ae 


( # % 

c o 


•scane help in getting "him on the dock* Then I lifted the rthetip” X v ; 
man out, STAMFKELL { I did not recognize the men but remembered by 
description and found out the names later)* ^MPEJLL asked mp' 

• to he careful as his l,eg was fractured end he assisted me as muoh ?'■.*; 

;>• 'as possible in getting him up to the dock* I do not remember’ ' -'Jg* '*v 

.exactly ah© was on the boat, perhaps eight or nine, ’• 

. remember Officers PEPPER and ORDKAI, the Boatman, REBBDLTE >' 

OBERTC, and DR* ORSINGrER* While are were getting the men in the ! ’.Y : .V.v’v 
bus. Officer ORDKAY looked at hie watch and said *It la now 5 r20%; )%...* 

X went upstairs to the Hospital and helped with the patients* 

■ after stopping for a cup of ooffee at my quarters* 

; _ t signed) M. B* COMEKFORD, 

- . J - - .* Guard Attendant, V 

\ ■ . , , D. S* Public Health Service tr \ 

\ U* S* Penitentiary V ; . y 
Alcatraz, California* 0/ ~ 

* -January U* 1939 

■I, W* 0* ORSINGER, Second Year Dental Interne with the United States 
Public Health Service now stationed at the U* S. Penitentiary^ 

Alcatraz, California, furnish the following information to Special - 
Agents 1* E* RICHMOND and J* E« RICE of the Federal Bureau ot , 

Investigationt ; /* 'l y 

x* . "After being awakened by the emergency siren on the morning of 

January 13, 1939* I got dressed and investigated and when I shw 
the Launch McDowell coming into the dock, X went down and found that 
two men had been shot and I helped launch the rowboat in the water 
and boarded the McDowell, . - ^ . 

' *We went around to the side of the Island where the incinerator Is* 
Searchlights were shining on the shore and I saw two partially 
stripped men with blood on them lying on the ground guarded by two 
officers* The prisoners were placed in the rowboat and brought to v‘Y 
the dock* I helped place the men on stretchers and put them in the Y' /• 
bus* X did not recognize either 6f the prisoners hut I u nderstood that 
one of them was ARTHUR BARKER and the other DALE STAMPKTLL* The bus 
brought the men back to the clothing room door* I helped cany one of 
the men up to the Hospital* I understood it was ARTHUR BARKER* I 
then helped clean up the two men and give them treatment and stayed in 
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•the hospital until approximately 1 P. M. that afternoon, 
helping and assisting as much as I could. V^V 

.. - . (signed) W. 0. 0RSINCB5R '*7*;; ' * 

Second Tear Dental Interne 

4 : / lr : ‘ V' D* S. Publio Health Servian 

: -y* v ;■• •• . U. S. Penitentiary «: ~ ^ 

Alcatraz, California*,". 


"January 14, 1939 


*1, HERBERT C. SABIN, Guard Attendant of the United States Public 
Health Service, stationed at the U. S. Penitentiary, Alcatraz, 
California, furnish the following Information to Special Agents 
I. H. RICHMOND and J. B. KICK of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 

•When the siren sounded early on the morning of January 13, 1939, 

I reported to the Administration Building as soon as possible 
and Associate Warden MILLER instructed me to draw a gun and go 
to the Dock accompanied by Officer HENRY T. DAVIS. I was down there 
a short while when Officer HICHNSR relieved me and I cams back and 
went into the Hospital* 

"Shortly after I got to the Hospital they brought in MARTIN #3?0 
and we treated him and put him to bed* After a while BARKER was 
brought up, followed by STAHfflllX. None of the men have made any • 
statement to me relative to the matter except STAMHULL said - . 
today that BARKER was shot first the same as he was, in the legs, 
and when he kind of straightened up to relieve the pain in his legs 
and that was when he received the bullet in the head* 

(signed) HERBERT C. SABIN 

Guard Attendant . v 

U. 8. Public Health Service 
U. S. Penitentiary , ; ' v , 

; • f ' ':f<? Alcatraz, California* 

All of the statements heretofore* quoted, with the exception that • 
of C. Y. HORST, were taken at Alcatraz and were all witnessed by 
Special Agents J. H. BICE and t. H. RICHMOND, assigned to toe San 
Francieeo office of this Bureau, if their names are mentioned in 
the opening paragraph of the statement. 
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The f ollowing is a statement of CARL A.”SFUIW, Junior 
which was taken at Alcatraz in the presence of Special Agents J. E* EICX ' "j- 
end A. F. FaRLAND of the San Francisco Field Office. The question and / t 

answer portion of this statement is e result of questions interposed by , 

WARDEN JAMES JOHNSTON; .. -^v ^ V- - : : j$\. ■ 


*1. Reported for roll call 11.45 P*M* January 12, 1939* \ Went to 
West Gun Gallery entrance accompanied by LIEUTENANT STARLING* 

Relieved OFFICER BURNS. LIEUTENANT WEXNHXLD and OFFICER DENNISON 
appeared at the gate leading out of Dining Room* lowered keys, 
they proceeded into Cell House, locked gate* I brought up keys 
and LIEUTENANT ViEINHQLD and OITICER DENNISON vent into "D" Isola- 
tion through West End Screen Door, I covering them. This was 
about midnight. LIEUTENANT WEINHDLD and OFFICER DENNISON left 
“D" isolation through East End Screen Door and around East End 
Cell Blocks over in back of "A" Block to "A* Isolation disappearing . 
around Bast Ifcd *A n Block soon thereafter reappearing after 
checking "A* Isolation. They went to the desk at East En d and 
later left the Cell ‘Souse through Main Gate. * Officer BURST in 
charge of Cell House vras at the desk and remained there. I vent 
on patrol in the usual manner walking back and forth end know 
I was quite alert during the entire watch. I made my 12.30 watch . 
call and 1.00 AM watch call and 1*30 watch call when OFFICER 
HURST checked the Cell Bouse* , 

2* Made 2.00 o f clock watch call and 2.30 watch call and OFFICER HURST ;■ 
again made check. During the time between checking the Cell 
House when I covered OFFICER HURST at all times possible per 
■ instructions I was on constant patrol. X made 3*00 AM watch call 
and about five minutes after three AM LIEUTENANT V, INHOLD entered 
Cell House through Main Gate. LIEUTENANT WEXNHDLD and OFFICER HIRST 
: came down Center Aisle to Gate to Dining Room and procured Gate Key * 
from me, went into Dining Room. I took the key back, OFFICER HURST 
went back into kitchen after letting LIEUTENANT KEINBDLD through 
to the hospital shortly thereafter appearing and returned through 
the Gate into the Cell House. They went into *D" Isolation through 
West End Screen Door, I covering them, checked Isolation Cells and 
went out East End and around East End Cell Blocks to "A" Isolation 
disappearing behind "A* Block East End shortlyjafterward reappearing 
and went over to desk shortly thereafter LIEUTENANT TWEINHDLD left \ 

• the Cell House through Main Gate and OFFICER HURST was at his desk 
and I resinned patrol. 
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*t ; 3*3 0 I Bade oy watch call and up until that time X 
nothing unusual nor noticed anything unusual* .FolloMng : 3*30 y j V” 
uatch call OFFICER HJRST started on Ms rounds checking the,- 
cells checking *B" block first entirely and when he reached* f 
the .Vest End of *B B Block, Middle Tier I heard a sounds kind £~% 
of a B boom n which, in tty opinion, sounded like someone takiz^ -l -f- 
a pillow and hitting it against a bar which is not uncommon : Va' : ’ 
and I hesitated and OFFICER BURST hesitated and looked in the 
direction from which it came over from *C" Block and I started,,..-?, 
to go that direction when, remembering ny instruction© to cover r 
the Cell Bouse Officer at all tim es he was walking around the Cell 
“ouee I remained and watched OFFICER BURST who continued on with 
his checking of "B* Block at the East End and came down the 
Center AiBle between "B" and •C* Block checking lower South ’ 
side of "C B Block on Ms way westerly down center aisle, 

He then went into B D" Isolation through West Screen Boor,' ‘ 
unlocked door, left it open, walked into "D" Isolation, walked 
down to far end. East End "D" Isolation Lower Tier on floor V J*:.. 
level, looking at cells, as he neared East End he hesitated, 
started back, looked again and came out then quite hurriedly 
watching back as he came out, locked the screen door and looked 
up at me and said apparently "they’re gone* or something like “ 
that and then he hurried to the telephone at the West End of 
Cell House and I remained at the North End of my gallery and 
watched "D" Isolation at the same time keeping OFFICE HURST y* 
in view as much as possible. He telephoned for a few minutes 
and I could not tell >rhat he ©aid. I remained in front of "B" «. ■■ 
Isolation from the time he oame out. .1 did not see OFFICER HURST 
leave the telephone# 

The next I saw was when LIEUTENANT WEINBDLD and OFFICER HURST 
came into *D n Isolation at the far end. East End, "D® Block and ' 
©tartea checking the cell©* This was approximately fifteen 
minutes after I had made vay 3*30 A.M, watch call in my judgment. 
LIEUT3NANT hEINHOLD then checked the Riddle tier aad went up oh ; 
top of ®D® Block instructing me to go up to the upper gallery ' 
before he went up on top of ®D n Block. Immediately thereafter :b' 
LIEUTENANT WEINHQLD and OFFICER HURST left ®D tt Isolation through 
East End and I remained watching "D" Iaolation as much as possible 
until I was relieved from duty by OFFICER CASSIDY about 7.00 A.M. 

I did not see anything suspicious about the Cell House, cells, 
windows or in ®D B Iaolation during the time I was on duty. It was 
foggy that morning and I believe I was particularly alert and 
patrolled more frequently reroanbering instructions of LIEUTENANT 
WEINHOLD particularly to watch the isolation section and the Cell 
House officer. I’he only thing that might have sounded suspicious 
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ties this noise which oocurred while OFFICER BURST was at West End 
Middle Tier "B" Block which sounded like kind of a •boom", sort of 
metallic sound and I had heard sounds like that before and thought \ 
maybe some,, one was taking a pillow and slamming lb against the bars 
which was not unusual as they did it to stop others from snoring, I 
heard no other noises except perhaps the usual toilet flushing and 
setting down drinking cups which noises were not unusual* I had 
heard the water pipes at times, it seems as though it happened after 
three o f clock several times kind of a "boom*# Both OFFICER HURST 
and myself heard the sound as we looked at each other when It 
occurred and then went on about his checking* 

(paragraph six, sentences are responses to questions or statements 
made in response to questions by WARDED J* A, JOHNSTON and following 
is In question and answer form for convenience of clarity): 

Q* (Warden J* A* JOHNSTON) Had you at any time in the past reason 
to believe any man in "D" Block got out during your watch? 

A* Never the slightest* 


< 1 . 


Did you ever notice any shadows or anything that might indicate 
any man might be getting back into his oellT 
I never had the slightest suspicion* 


Q* Nor even see or hear anything that would lead to euspi cloning 
that anyone might have got out of their cell? 

A* Not the slightest , v . , * 


Q* Even looking at it now, do you recall of anything that might 
lead you to believe someone might have beat you, get out and 
v back quickly while you were at the other end? 

Ai :4lo sir; \ ' .V 1 •*,<. i * r . ’ ‘ *•*, . 

Ton never beard anything , nor any combination of things that 
might lead you to. suspicion anyone might have been getting out 
oi^‘r-£ of their cells? %'>>■ \ T 1 ' V 

' > The only thing I might have noticed would be coughing hut 

not to be suspicious of anything^ : ’5 

^^vTbu 4idn f t notice anything out of the ordinary that would arouse 
your suspicion? 


A* No sir* 

Q, Can any of the men see you at the extreme end? 
A* Yes sir, West End, 
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■ the Irian nearest that end, can 'see 

A. I think he can, I can see him. 

■' j . • -.. -.**■ '• ■.• • ■' ./•• - \ *,. 

ft* Did you ever notioe the men nearest the ena show any interest 
, in your movement a? £. -v - •;£'? v.; ^ ' s *2. 


A* Not that I know* *>i 




Q- Did you ever have any reason to believe when you left to ^go r; 
down to the other end of the gallery that they might be up t 
something and turn right back? . • ■* A 

A* Yes sir, quite often, I thought that was a pretty good way 
and often I would make sounds like I was going down other and 
and come right back and even standing in the same spot and 
5 make a noise like I was going down and then listen, but never 
poticed anything suspicious or but of the ordinary* _ 


.it 
%*, ;■ 
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A. 


Could you see the extreme end of the cells? . : - . < . 

Three solitary cells project out and it made it difficult to y V 
see the extreme end* I couldn’t see the cells, just barely see ? 
the side of the far cell, I couldn’t see the men unless they 
were close to the door and that was on my end and the farther 
down the harder it was to see and couldn’t see beyond the 
far solitary cell* . ... . - - - 


If a man got out and into the aisle you would have no trouble 
seeing him? ' '"v «- . 

He could be behind the projection of the solitary cells# 

/»■ ... . ' jf - .*■ 

I mean if any of them got out and went to the windows there 
is no chance that you would not have been able to Bee them? 

No sir, I could have seen them if I were there* 

CARL A* SHOT, ■*■*> v 

Junior Officer, . 

Alcatraz Island, California, January 13, 1939** 

The following is a statement of STANLEY H* McEAlL, Juniop Officer. 
OFFICER McIAIL was the officer in charge of the East Cun Gallery oh the 
morning watch of January 13, 1939 and OFFICER SHJHN was the Officer in Charge 
of the West Gun Gallery on the morning watch of the same date: ? 

*1# I stood roll call at 11*45 M January 12, 1939, secured Key 

#112 to the East Gun Gallery, went into Main Entrance between 
double gate with LIEUTENANT KEBJHQLD and Guard Attendant Martin 
the latter two were let in the Cell House by OFFICER TYE in charge 
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of Main Gate and then let me proceed upstairs where I unlocked 
East Gun Gallery door, checked arms of OFFICER H* T* DAVIS, 
whom I relieved, he taking the key and locking the door from J> 

> ,$he outside and leaving* This was about 11*55 , .fe' 


2* I immediately saw Officer BURST in charge of Cell House on the 
second tier of B Block East/fnS covered him while he made the 
count* ’ LI&JTENANT WEINHQLD AND OFFICER DENNISON went through 
gate leading to dining room and few minutes later returned and 
proceeded to "D" Isolation through screen door at West End of 
"D* block and while they were in back 1 continued covering 
OFFICER BURST while he counted "C" Block when LIEUTSUANT WI2NH)LD 
and OFFICER DENNISON came out of "D" Isolation on Fast end screen 
door and came East between "D* and "C* Block and around gnder gun 
gallery and over into "A" Isolation and I covered them while they 
- checked "A" Isolation following which they returned and stopped at 
the desk at East end of center aisle between "B" and "C" Block soon 
, thereafter both leaving the Cell House* OFFICER HURST had com- .. . 
pleted his check and was at the desk with than at the time they 
left the Cell House* 


. I then went on patrol in usual manner; made 12,30 watch call; "v: - 
at 12.30 covered OFFICER HURST as much as possible while he made 
his checkof the cells and about 12*45 he returned to the desk* 
Resumed patrol and made 1.00 A*M* watch call and 1*30 watch call, 
at which time I again covered OFFICER HURST while he made 'his ; 
check or the cells* I continued' in this manner until 3*00 A*M.; 
at which time LIEUTENANT WEINHQLD entered the Cell Bouse and pro- 
ceeded to the West End and went through the gate leading to the 
Dining Room with OFFICER HURST and in about three to five minutes 
they reappeared and proceeded to *0“ Isolation through the screen 
door at West *ixd “D* Block* They reappeared at the screen door ■; ... 
at East End *D" Block and proceeded to "A* Isolation where X 
covered them while the y ch ecked "A" Isolation returning to the desk 
and^ soon thereafter LIEUTENANT WEINEDLD went out the Main Gat a 
from the Cedi .Bouse* . This was about, 3*15 A.M* I resumed patrpl|- 
, until about 3*3° A*M, when I made my watch call* J ^r- “ *■);"' 


I then covered OFFICER HURST as be started hie check of the ,/ 
cells, he first . started with lower tier "B" Block, in usual i..;; 
manner and ©becked *B* block, came down to floor level East end 
and proceeded West between "B" and n Q n block checking lower tier 
"C« Block and then he disappeared behind "D" block where he entered 
the screen door at West End to check **D W Isolation* I had noticed 
nothing unusual nor heard nothing unusual up until this time* 
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5* *hile waiting at tho South end of East Gun Gallery for OFFICES^' : ',v' 
H^RST to reappear at West end of 9 X>* Bloch through the screen > l*? ‘ 
door I heard a rather loud yell of "Hey* which" In *y opinion was 
sufficiently loud to he heard by anyone within the cell house and hJ. 
sounded as if it came from within the Ceil House but may not hare ' 
been possible. This was at about 3,40 A.M. This did not seeza out* ' 
of the ordinary and no immediate report was made nor could the ^ ■> 
source be determined*. • .*. v.\ 

6. While I was waiting for OFFICES HDRST to reappear I also saw v: x 
OFFICER SFUHN ia west Gun Gallery back up hurriedly in a northerly 
direction on his gallery eoyeriag OFFICER HURST who reappeared at ■ 
the West screen door of "D* Block and went across in back of >C* V 
block and immediately thereafter while I was waiting far OFFICER Jr 
; HJ ^ RST to reappear my telephone rang and OFFICER HDRST was on the '• 
phone from #3 8 at the West End of Cell House and told me to the 
tmi^T 0 ^ my recollectioa that five men were out of their cells in 
D Isolation. I thereupon remained at the south end of East Gun 
Gallery watching "B" block and entrance to "D” Isolation and the 
aisle between *C W end "B" blocks. ... 

7* -According to my best recollection OFFICE* HDRST entered ‘ 

Isolation West End and came right back out not being in more than 
half a minute and disappeared behind "C* block and reappeared at 
East end of center aisle between *B" and *C" block at his desk. ’ 
Soon thereafter LIEUTtliANT WEINHDLD entered Cell House and with 
OFFICER HDRST entered w B n Isolation through East Screen door. 
LIEUTENANT WEBffiDLD was carrying a gas gun and flashlight at the 
time and within a minute approximately I^ECTIiliAN'F WiUJBDID appeared 
on the middle tier of B B" Block East and at the northeast corner 
and proceeded west disappearing around West end "B" block on - .. 

middle tier and then soon thereafter appeared in Ibbs than a minute 
on top of ■D* block. LIEUTENANT WEINH)LI> and OFFICER HDRST came out 
from "B" block East end and went to the telephone and while they 
were telephoning I heard him say “Blow the 8 trail* while he was v 
telephoning# v ■■■ ... ; J; £ ^ 

SHortly thereafter many officers entered the ceil house, i liact 
remained at south end of East Gun Gallery all the time watching 
- blo ck. This was about 4*00 -A.lt. Shortly after officers entered 
OFFICER CHABtAN in the Armory telephoned me and asked me who was in 
Cell House and if anyone else was in the East Gun Gallery with me. 
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Icontinued to watch *D* Elock until 6.I5 A.M. when LI3SDTBKABT ‘ 
WeJLNEDLD telephoned and instructed me to cover "A," Isolation which 
I immediately did and remained there until relieved about 9.16 - 
AJ4. by OFFICER DAVIS who had reported earlier about 7. 30 A.M. but 
I was not relieved from duty at that time. OFFICER HORST informed 
me while all the officers were in Cell House that five men were out 
of their cells and had gotten out of Cell House. ,; f :* 


STANLEY H. HcFAH., , 
Junior Officer 


Alcatraz Island, Calif., 
January 13, 1939." 


T He above statements are contained in the report to show 
that although these men were on duty within the cell block they did not 
observe the men leaving their cells or going through the outside window. - 

. . following medical reports are being set out herein, 

being the only reports available to this off ice at the writing of this Report. 

A lead is being set out later to obtain the medical reports 
up to date for the benefit of the United States Attorney. \ 

< ' ?•••"■, *' * ■ ' V' * 

* is also to be noted that ARTHUR £. BARKER, Alcatraz 

Penitentiary Number 268 died on January 13, 1939, and a coroner's hearing 
at the writing of this report has not, as yet, been had and pertinent data 
will be obtained for the benefit of the United States Attorney in this regard 
for which a lead is also being set out later herein. v 


The medical reports follow: 


"UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE, U.S.PmTENTIAHT* :'°V 
ALCATRAZ, CALIFORNIA, JANUARY 13 

1939 - 9.30 A.M. .. ’ 


MU10RANDUM TO THE WARDEN: 


HE^STAMPHILL, D., 435-Az. 


The above captioned inmate was brought to the hospital at 
about 5.20 A.M. this morning. He was suffering from shock and 
multiple penetrating wounds which appeared to be bullet wounds. 
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There Is one -wound on the outer part of the upper third of the 
left thigh and another a little lower down on the internal surface 
of the thigh* perhaps wounds of entrance and exit*. The femur is : r V 
fractured. There is another wound higher up on the outer surface ‘ 
gf the left thigh and one in the gluteal region on the atone side; 
Perhaps again wounds of entrance and exit* A third pair of similar <v 
wounds low down on the outer and inner surfaces of the right leg above 
the ankle. Of these wounds the one to the upper third of the left 
thigh appears to be the most serious. There was no great amount of 
hemorrhage and the wounds were dressed and be was treated for shock 
and kept in bed. 


'By eight o* clock he was haring great pain In the leg and 
the leg was swelling rapidly apparently from hemorrhage into the 
muscles. It was thought that an emergency operation would be 
necessary and preparations were made for such a procedure and a tour-’ 
niquet was placed about the thigh. The blood oozing from the wounds 
appeared to be venous blood and it was hoped that it might atop with 
this measure. After several minutes compressing the touraiouet was 
removed and the bl/eeding appeared to have stopped so that operation 
was not immediately resorted to. Surgical consultation was requested 
from the M arine Hospital and will be available in another hour. In the 
meantime we are postponing the operation. 

You will be advised of further developments in the case, 

*• Respectfully, i r- 

ROHNEI M. RITCHEY, Surgeon 
Chief Medical Officer. * 



* • "UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVI CE ‘ 

/- * ■:* * . U.S.PENITENTIAH3T, ALCATRAZ, CALIFORNIA 

■ • *, V->'' • ■' fANOAEI 13,-1939, 1*30 P.14 ,, : -r 

Memorandum to the Warden: / 

\ V ; RE* MARTIN, WM.' 370 -AZ. '' 

The above captioned inmate was brought to the hospital at approxi- 
mately 5-00 A.M. this morning. He walked with the assistance of two 
officers. He was shivering from the cold and exposure he haa undergone 
during the previous hour. He was covered with bruises and abrasions but 
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examination failed to reveal any eerious injury* His wounds were" 
treated and he was placed In bed and treated for exposure. ;He tallied -t 
shortly and complained of pains in his feet and back and -also hie 
neck which he stated he had wrenched iaa fall. r He was given suitable & 

medication and kept in bed for the observation* of any -ocanpli cations Jfy- 

which might arise later* This afternoon he seems to be fairly 
fortable and none of his injuries appears to be at all serious. In ^ • 
his fall down the embankment he received many bruises end was icon* 
siderably shaken up but not badly injured so far as can be told at this > 
time and no complications are anticipated. He should be ambulatory 
in a few days. .«■ 


ROMIOT M. RITCHEY, Surgeon 
Chief M edical Officer*. 


“UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE, 

U. S. PENITENTIARY, ALCATRAZ, CALIPOBNIA, 
JANUARY 13 , 1939, 9.45 


MEMORANDUM TO THE GARDEN: 

RE; ARTHUR BARKER, 268 - AZ.~* - . - 

The above captioned inmate was brought to the hospital 
. this morning at about 5.15 A.M. He was on a stretcher and badly. 

smeared with blood. Upon examination it was found that his left ' 
v femur had been broken by a bullet which entered the thigh about 
the middle of the outer surface and emerged a little lower on 
the inner surface of the thigh. Another bullet entered the neck 
back of, and below the right ear and appears to have emerged 
from the Inner angle of the right orbit* The eye was completely 
closed and there was hemorrhage into the lids. There was a deep 
laceration on the left buttocks. His body was well covered with 
superficial abrasions, none of which appeared, to be serious. . .1 - 

' . * His general condition seemed to be rather better than wbuld^ \ 
be expected with such serious wounds and he was partly conscious and 
complained of pain in his leg and of feeling Cold. There was ~ :* • 
bleeding from the right ear indicating a fracture of the skull* * ' 

. His wounds were dressed and he was given shock treatment and placed 
in bed. Sedative medicine had been given to alley the pain as soon 
as he arrived in the hospital. 
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* . *«-• • • •• • • r V v * * • " •••;-* •- ;• 

. - • • * •. /-•<'** •'•.•■*<' *' ’ •*. , ' •• •■/ '■ 

His condition at this hour is Tory much worse, He is-' ; ' ' 

restless in bed and appears to he unconscious, .No radial Jules / 

can be obtained and the outlook appears exceedingly grave with . %V 

signs pointing to a fatal termination. Everything possible wm> : «>S 
y be done to improve his condition and prevent his suffering,- r ~J&i -^v-^W'V- 

Tou will be informed' of any change in hie condition, ./*J r;> 

‘ < Respectfully, " *. '< / ‘‘ ■ "•/. 

ROMNEY H. RITCHEY, Surgeon 
Chief Medical Officer," -- 

In order that It" may be understood what Isolation means, 
it is that section of the cell block known as w D n Block which is used for 
those men who are placed in segregation more or less permanently and who 
do not work. There were twenty two men in isolation on two tiers at the' 
time of the escape. "p" Block is located in that section jQf the cell block -> 
which Is immediately adjoining the wall feeing the Golden Gate, the cell 
blocks themselves being separated from the outside wall by a hallway. 


Subject HENEy YOUNG was interviewed on January 14 , 1939 , by 
Associate harden E. J. MI LL ER and Special Agent L. H. RICHMOND, YOUNG de- 
clined to make any statements whatsoever about the escape. Be said he did hot 
want to answer any quest ions i that he had nothing to say to agents of the 
Federal Bureauof Investigation or employees of the Bureau of Prisons. Be 
was entirely uncommunicative. 

Subject RUFUS McCAlN upon interview by Associate Warden MTLT/Eft 
and Special Agent J. H. RICE on January 14, 1939, refused to furnish any 1 
information relating to the method of escape. McCAIN was questioned as to 
why he had attempted to make an escape from Alcatraz to which he replied, 

*1 Just wanted to go home." 

■ " Associate Warden MILLER ana Special Agent J* H. RICE interviewed 

DALE STAMPHILL on J anuaiy 14 , 1939 , in the hospital ward. , The only information/ 
BTAMPBUX furnished when questioned concerning the escape was that they had 
three saws. He refused to furnish any further information or to elaborate on 
the saws. On the same date, Associate WARDEN MILLER and Agent RICE also 
interviewed WILLIAM MARTIN i n the hospital ward. WILLIAM MARTIN stated to 
Agent RICE that he had no statement whatsoever to make to any Bureau agent. 

ARTHUR E. BjiRKEK alias M DOC w was not interviewed by Bureau agents 
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in view of the fact that he lapsed Into unconsciousness' Immediately after • 
reaching the hospital and never did regain consciousness .befow his deatW -'i 

n&ediately after MARTIN’S apprehension 1 he ns intern* ££* w^'v ‘ 
•Associate WARDED MXIiKR m the prison hospital and a transcription^^ 
rvf 8 * 1 ?? *? fl a ? 8wer interrogation was made by JOHJ D. MILLER Assistant ' 
°“ e £. Cl ®f k * I"* 1 * 4 * 6 * • ak ® ot levity the contents have been summarised 
and the gist of the statements reveals that the escape had been T.i«n„„e ' 

indivi a«« l tlm ? t ^ a J “ ARTIN was placed in isolation and that all of the 
t^MAETm 1 ^ I 01 !* 3 flia f° me 0t th * * ctual sawing of the bars. According v ' 
“£*™. the 6a * ln f ™<> ione at night and also during the day, while the® 
inmates who were not in Isolation were having their meals lathe prison 

d ffhaTSl Sa £ d tbat in cuttIn 6 the small bars on the outside wln- 

H ’ °£ Jbe prisoners who attempted to escape did some of the work, 

he ^ 0116 of these mBl1 i>ar6 on this particular window 

**“* «" ba " on the cells w£e c^TEm «Tthat 
1 BUch * faehi0n that it was possible for the prisoners in- 
r + C r t0 . slide out of their saw for awhile on the out- 

S5 Sfgon^ * r6at t0 their CCl16 1111(3 Cl0Se the through which 

4 ^£ 5 !L Bald that 611 five of the escapes had sav: blades in their 
possession. MRITm said that in order to render the tool proof bar insecure 
they had a screw about 1/4 of an inch in diameter and four inches lone *meas 

that ' e ^? Ut X * Z inch iD dl6meter a little bolt fo on - 
the screw and there was a little groove on the bolt and naturally the bar 
to bend in the quickest spot". MARION 6aid that t^ftool pro^ 
bar was filed around first. With reference to the method of securing the •- 
materials used, MARTIN informed Associate Warden MILLER that STAHPEILL smuscled 
the screws and files into the isolation section **»▼» before stamphttj. 
actually placed in that portion of the cell house. At the time this smu 
be — “»***> as a cell house orfer£ 

® al f^ s0 bbat tbe rendering of all of the bars insecure took over a month' 
aca °“ p “f b “ d a £ e f tba *®rk "as finished tbe tools used were flushed 

oftt* ^4 18 “° bea * at tbla I* 111 * that there is e toilet in each 
°£ t b««ells, MARTIH said that on the morning of January 13 , 1939, all of 

££ B * f £l e eaca P® a * ent out of their cells end through the outelde window; ’■ ■ ' 

"®“ t dora t0 tbe bea f h la 8 group and after arriving on the beach, 
separated for the purpose of finding lumber to make a raft. MARTIN said 
t ^, heaid “ 0t kn0W * bo made the sews and the jack but that the Jack was- 
made in the blacksmith shop of the prieon. MARTIN also aaid that he was wait<„„ 
near the raft for the other four escapes to return when he tL”L“inf® 

sew the boat and was apprehended* e * 
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The original copy of the question and answer statement summarized 
above, was retained by the officials at the Alcatraz Penitentiary, . 

• . i ,,j ' - * i: ' ‘ i- '’■■■ 1 \i* . 

, . r : x •< ’ •• fet V?..\ jfc. 'J*- ■. > 

Several notes were found in the lavatory in the cell of SALE v 
STidfPHILL# These read as follows: . .... ; *- v ' 


. ? 435 ,_. 

That spot cant be seen on the window at all, I thought 
you were asleep so I read Jacks kite. The — — hasn't 
'got better Judgment. If its pretty good I can take a look 
after the man come through or Bufe can peek, 

I guess the cat cage would run wild whit those nuts proul. ■ 
around like they are ever one look and we will go by our 
own judgment so let me know. I can see quite a ways but 
every one look# ........... 


„ 435-P.2. 

Henery how many round did the Bull make *hile I was trying 
\ to sleep if it like it is not let take it next round he make r: 
give him time to git out good for he may walk right back, 

, That was his second, he is staying out longer tonight than \ 

" last night, n J ‘ . 

Well Be ready we will leave here ore git hit the next round 
give the Bull a minute to leave from around here* the nuts 
are going to rank this thing pointing . , ■ ^ . , v •- 

435-P.3 : •’ 

Ve are going to take it the next round. Take one of your 
sheetB along the best one roll it up tight as we may need 
J a rope to go down the cliff. It wont take. but a minute to 

‘ go out that hole so that bull in the cage would have to he .* 

$ mighty restless to wheel back bo quick# 

435rP*4# • 

No good yet but be ready to go anytime I heard Jack cluck v 
a couple of time he will have Bull on case put clothes on 
*>ut dont pull over shoulder" 

Other notes were found in the lavatory in the cell of K YOUNG. 
These notes read as follows: 
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. t . •, "#244 . ....... 

"Casey X hear some one moving is it you. i^oc tfasn’t asleep ^. > ' v 
all night ao he is getting some now. skid that If it gets.. 
good enough to go punch him awake as he got all Ms clothes '• 

on. Oasey is casing it to 'tell when it good enough to go 
I can f t tell from where I am, I was leering it up to Doc* . 

There is nothing to it yet for I can see the Frisco lighti • ■ ■ 

We couldn’t get a break on the time like this anyway* 

Yes things are lit up like Christinas but there is a lot out 
there it may be here anytime no breeze. 

Henery 1 have lost so much sleep I can’t stay awake but have 
shoes on and clothes like fire man it will take Just one minute 
so will sleep but if things get right Just touch me there look 
like a lot of fog out there if O.K. clear your throat 

That stuff sure comes and goes fast* Now I can’t see the 

lightB in Frisco. Dale told me yesterday that he had a sure - 

way of telling. Can you see the light out front? 

Casey I had rather you ask Doc about going out," 


It will be noted that of the notes recovered in the lavatory, some 
were torn and it was necessary to dry them out and to piece them together 
making it possible for us to discern what is set out above. 

The original notes are being retained by the Alcatraz Prison 
authorities. 

In view of the fact that there was a possibility that some of the 
escape tools might also still be available in the lavatories, a check was 
made and it was determined that it would probably be impossible for any 
tools to remain because of the grade of the pipe and the force of the water 
which is necessary for satisfactory drain. THERE is no catch basin in the » * 
drainage system of the lavatories which therefore made it impracticable to ! . 

endeavor to have a magnet search conducted because the drains go directly 
into ' the ocean* " • 

The photographs which were taken by Special Agent R. E* LETHERT 
were forwarded to the Bureau on January 14, 1939, 

Photostatic copies of blueprints and diagrams of the island and 
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cell house ircre also forwarded to the Bureau, However, additional 
are being forwarded with copies of this report to the Bureau and to iie;> 
U.SJittoraey, at San Francisco. V:-;. & '• - 

y vm W ‘ *•’’ r 

■* There was obtained from Warden JOHNSTON the * Olloiring / v ~ : 
memorandum as concerning the background of the prisoners involved: v 

' * January 16, 1939 : y v 


To J. A. JOHNSTON, Warden 

From W. F. DORIN GTON , Record Clerk 


Subject ATTEMPTED ESCAPE OF FIVE PRISONERS, JANUARY 13, 1939/ ^ 

Sir: '? \ /■ . .i 

Data in connection with recent escape attempt is as follows: 


I^AA-AZ YQUNG^ EENRY - placed in "A" Block Isolation September 20, 1937 $ 
for participating in strike and refusing to leave cell to go 
to his work. 


October 8,1937, removed from *A n Block Isolation to "D* Block 
isolation, 

January 29,1938, Cell changed from end cell to center cell, 

' . • . V. . -Jt 

. . s* . 

September 4,1938, removed to Solitary cell, -.'0 ' '? 


i September 11, 1938, removed from solitary cell back into 

"D" Block Isolation. 

\ October 6,1938, removed to Solitary cell. 

October 27,1938, removed from solitary cell back into 
V/ . v 0 n Block Isolation. 


^2.67 -RZ McCain. RUFUS - Placed in solitary confinement May 20,1938, for ' 
attacking inmate #292 - SULLIVAN, with knife made out of solid 
j»iece of brass, *. 

June 5*1938, removed from solitary to "D" Block Isolation. 


October 7*1938, removed to Solitary Cell. 


October 9*1938, removed from solitary cell back into n X) n Block 
Isolation* 


. 38 - 


l8 «AZ -BARKER ARTKDR -> Placed in solitary confinement October 30 i^- -r r*v 
1938, for engaging in fist fight with ft80-^CKWO^ 

November 18,1938, removed from solitary to "D" Block ' :r. v ’ k 
Isolation* •- ^ V ^ 

ih70-AZ - MARTIN, WILLIAM, • . V 

Placed in solitary confinement June 14,1938, for fighting with 
#343 ROUBIDMDX {attacked him with wrench while at work in 
Mat Shop, also attempted to attack #156~G0UKER). 

June 30,1938, removed from solitary to "D" Block isolation. 


Placed in "A" Block isolation, for attacking #66-Messaroore, 

October 24,1938. 

October 29,1938, removed to solitary for loud talking while 

in isolation, 

November 5|1938, removed to regular cell* 

November 22, 1938* placed in solitary (knife found in his •' ' 
cell, knife stolen from kitchen, 4 inch blade, handle tapped 
with adhesive tape# 

December 10,1938, removed from solitaiy to "D" Block Isolation. " 

This particular statement pertains only to the activities of 
these individuals since their incarceration In Alcatraz. 

A discussion of this case was had with B.S^ttorney PRANK ‘f* 
EENIJUSSf by Special ^ent 1* H* RICHMOND ^ at which time he stated that be 
did not desire, at this time that photostatic copies of docket entries 
concerning sentences ana commitment papers be obtained but that the 
information be furnished to him concerning the date and place of sentence 
and other material information so that if he should at a later date, desire 
to get these records he could handle that by mail. 
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FBI / DOJ 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



? rhrral Surratt of Snuratigatf on 
Suited States ©epartmeut of Dfuatire 
3&a0i}fngi on, ©. <iL 

January 23, 1939 




Director Bennett, of the Prison Bureau, called and inquired as to 
whether anything had been heard from the San Francisco Office with 
regard to the two or three leads which Mr. Bennett had requested that 
office to check, Mr, Eennett advised that the leads had to do with 
an inquiry to be made on Officer Long* 

Director Bennett also inquired as to whether the Bureau has another 
set of the pictures taken at Alcatraz or the negatives, and requested 
that a set be made available to him if they are still in the possession 
of the Bureau, 

I told Mr. Bennett I would follow up both of these items and let him 
know what the situation is in each case. 



-«r 

o 


tos Ang.l.e, CullXorai. 
J»nuarjr 24, 1999. 
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{ Mr 1 ajpftiJ ........ 

j ■'*. ......... 

,* i it. h. A- Twwra.V^. | 

| W. 0*£* * 

Air Ct.ffry .. j 

Mr f Tf-#1 

Mj. £**» 

Mr. Fot.w.-wtS ... 


8 pec 1*1 A cent is Charge, 
San Francisco, California. 


Dear Sirs 


PERSONAL k OOKflftHTai 




r;i«,vin 

Mi H-tfbi. 

Mi L«*<rr 

Mi. McL/.ur* 

*rt l irhoU 

Mi. Ouina Temoi... 

Mr. Tracy 

Ki»i Ciaodf 


Visa FRANCES Hj.LD who lives la apartment #311 at 2709 lest 

Pico, Los Angela*, called at the Loo Angela* office to night at wh£eIT“' 
tin* aba furnished four ehaeta of regular stationary and ana large 
sheet of whet appears to be soiled paper toweling on all of which 
appear* writing which i* In the fora of a letter addressed to "My 
Dear Ooldie and Carl" and which la not algn*d f On this letter, reference 
1* Bade to the writers presence on the "Book" and the food and rigid 
hours and the "prison*. Mention is also made through out of serious 
types of medical examinations and veterans end "Sawtella", whloh la 
the Veterans Administration home near Los Angeles. 


This letter was rolled up end held by e rubber bend; Mies 
HELD eleo furnished a slip of paper on which there appeared medical 
instruction* as well ee e photograph of the prieon ei'IUcatre* taken 
Iron some, newspaper dated January 13, 1939, ehowing the recent escape 
of "Doc^Barker and his associates; on the picture appears written in 
pencil the following *Froa this window we will escape shortly, Jl.ft. 
a la Doc Barker". 

Except for the continued reference to Veterans Administration 
matters in the letter, the papers would appear to hare e connection 
with an inmate or inmates in Alcatras. 

The above described papers ere being forwarded to you tonight 
for your immediate attention and in order to make the last mail, the 
same are not being photostated. 


It is believed your office will be able to tell from the 
names mentioned in the letter end frou the paper etc., what connection 
it may have with Alcatras and perhaps the recent break there. It 1* 
possible that this letter was written by some Veteran in a Veteran 
Institution Bear fan Francisco. 

It Is desired that you immediately 

this office with photostatic copies of the eocloid > 

ho investigation will be conducted here pending ah vice frou 




Very truly yours. 


vcz«n 

^fcci Bureau 


VAL C. ZXUMSE, 

Special Agent in Charge. 


IX 
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3 S3S3 

January 24, 1959 


HtHQRAKDvJH FOR ICR. E* A* TAMM 

0 

RKl ARTHUR •DOC" BABUR 

Member of Karpis-Barker Gang 
Z« C, #7-576 


There is attached hereto a copy of I. C. #7-576 
on Arthur "Doc* Barker, member of the Earpis-Barker Gang* 

It Is requested that this write-up be revised 
to reflect the death of the subject *1)00* Barker in his 
recent attaap t to esca pe, front AloatrA*- It Is also sup- 
geated that the interesting details of the Cleveland and 
Toledo, Ohio, es well ae the details of the Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, harboring cases be prepared in Interesting ease 
write-up form) however, it Is being left to the discretion of 
the Investigative Division whether or not these latter features 
should be Included In the revision of the attached I«C«, or 
n&de the subject matter of a separate write-up* 

▼ery truly yours. 


N> 





1 

r~ 


1 


* 

£ 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



DECODED COPY ^4^ 


ruuui turn 9* imsiwre* 
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FBI LOS ANEELES 
DIRECTOR// 


1-24-39 


10-14 PM FL si 


F RAHCESniELD RESIDING IN APARTMENT AT TWO SEVEN NAUGHT NINE WEST PICC 
LOS ANGELES JUST FURNISHED UNSIGNED LETTER AND NEWSPAFER PHOTOGRAPH 


OF .ALCATRAZ PRISON SHOWING 


path of doc Barker escape found on her 


APARTMENT STAIRWAY. LETTER REFERS TO VETERAN BUREAU MATTERS AND 
TREATMENTS GIVEN THE WRITER AND MENTIONS THE ROCK AS WELL AS 
NAMES OF NURSES. IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE RELATION TO ALCATRAZ ESCAPE 
ATTEMPT LETTER HAS BEEN FORWARDED DIRECT TO SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION TO 


NIGHT FOR INTERPRETATION AND INVESTIGATION. 


ZIMMER 


OK FBI WASHINGTON DC FS 




^41 -3 

fCDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ] 

Z7 183 9 I 

_JIS. department of JICTPC I 


r" 


C. 




I ftp* John Sdgar Rooter 
Director 

Federal Bureau of InresUgatisn 
Washington, D* C* 


California 
, 1939 

cr: 

' IU\ L.*.* t 

msmi akd 

k^pMstial 


f 111-. 

1 ter. ^ 

= . " v 1 




M-flQKPglOW AT ALCMTO. 


Pur Hr. Hoovart 


Zn Tiaw of Vha foot that ooploo of t ho roport of tfea ottoactod 
oooopo of MTBmJOXl£liWa5a..i968| mu^tamphiu, #4J5l RurusueCAor. 
#267j H qngsiobro . #ag> «m wi ixiAtf^oK ta*. # 370 . fro* JUcatra* in 
January y. 1939, *111 bo oont to tha~tr, 'S. Attornoy horo. It hoo boon 
deemed advisable to liidt t he contents of that report to the essential* 

'* necessary in such types of eu»i« Bowtir, la view of the natter* that 
joeae to our attention during the investigation which refleot possible 
rwBoni for the escape and weaknesses which, if not earreeted, night he 
the cause of future eecapee, it waa thought that the data In this letter 
would be of importance for your personal consideration* v‘. 


'o> 

I 

■ V) 

CN 


We here not interrogated person* la change of detail* la order 
to obtain confirmation of these condition*, beeauee this would appear to 
be en administrative investigation* Thl* will hot bd done, unless specific 
instruction* are given* Z went to point oat also that we have not been 
able to verily ell these accusations, th&t jcde ef the oowplalnant* probably 
have an individual axe to grind, but Z thought that the subject natter 
is of enough importance to be eoneldered by you* X aide want to cell to 
your attention the fact that thee# natters were developed by u* in talking 
to the nen, who voluntarily expressed thaas elves on these natters end 
stated to us that their loyalties were with the Director of the Bureau ef 
Prisons, that they felt that the Bureau ef Prisons progras was as It should 
be, but that they Just had to toll somebody ef these eltuatloiw, because Xh aj 

they felt that there was,* breakdown In the eyrtsa at Aleatras to Inch o \ 

•bably effect the entire eye tan of the Bhraau L 7° 
sinc ere* end 
“(J expressed 

confidence were broken* Zf/ i 

; /a ^ 


x: 


g 

& 

fr, 

*- 





an extant that it would 
These nan 


would lose 



muzjL. 


It has b*«n my paraorml ©baerratlon that when ilia Deputy Vardan, ( 

~ ;?SbA ~ 



\> 





f or the Information of the United States Attorney the following : 
information has been obtained from the records nt the. Alcatraz Penitentiary*' 

/ -V. ** /'?■ -v\ 4^.^ 

^ eme Offense Sentence Begins District where' sentenced 

#244-YOUNG f E2MEY Bank Jobbery 20 years 12/29/34 E/Waslu : 


#267-^cCAlN, RU1US Bank Robbery 
& Kidnaping 


#268-BAEKER, AR- 
THUR 

#37o-marthj, 

WILLIAM 


Kidnaping 


99 years 6/11/35 B/Okia. l\ 

Life 5/17/35 Minn* St ♦Paul 


WILLIAM P*0 .Robbery .25 yrs. 11/5/36 N/ininoie 

#435-STAMFHO£ # BALE Kidnaping • Life 10/26/37 - W/Okla*' 


The descriptions of subjects as reflected by the records nt 
Alcatraz Penitentiary, are as follows; 

Name RALE STAiffffiLL, * ’ " • 

Alcatraz Penitentiary 
? Number 435, 

Age 27, 

3/11/12, Fairview, Oklahoma 
Height 5’ 7i" 

Weight 134, 

Eyes Brown 

Bair Dark brown 

Complexion Medium 

* .• Build Medium 

Nationality' : v ; American * l 'V'> 

Occupation ■ , Labour / ‘ % 


Name , 


Bom 

Nationality 

Occupation 


ARTHUR E. BARKER (DECEASED) 
Alcatraz Penitentiary 
Number 268, 

6/4/99 - Webb City, Mo. 

American 

Laborer 
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o 


Height ' * 
Weight . - 

Complexion 
Eyes v ; ' 

Hair* 

ftiild ' — 
Died 


: 5\ $k* ■: 

• . 7 : 150 , 

Ruddy ; . 
Brown >. 



Bark brown - ir . - r . ,, 
Small medium ' ? ; 

5*40 PJJ* January 13* 1939 


Name 

WILLIAM MARTIN ! \ 


Alcatraz Penitentiary 
Number 370 

Age 

25 (Born 12/25/14) 


bora at Nashville, Tenn, 

Height 

5* 11" 

Weight 

170 / /“• 

Eyes 

Brown 

Complexion 

Dark 

Build 

Medium 

Hair 

Kinky black " 

Nationality 

American 

Occupation 

Laborer 


Name 


Born 

-Age 

HEight 

Weight 

%es 

Bair 

Complexion 

Build 

Nationality 


Name 


Age 

Bora 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Build 

Complexion 

Nationality 
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HEKRT YOTJNG, 

Alcatraz Penitentiary 
Number 244, 

6 / 20/11 

26 

5* 9* , 

152 j 
H azel 
Brown 
Pair 
Medium . 

American. " v* 


RUFUS McCAIN, 

Alcatraz Penitentiary 
Number 267# 

35 

7/7/03 at New Boston, Texas 
5 1 
154 
Blue 
Bpora 


Medium 

Fair 

American 


w 



■ ENCLOSURES: , 

"S a " 1 ' 


TO THE BOEBED:'.^ : ^;.\y.qf.£i'V v 

One photostat 1c copy of diagram %t *D" ; Block * ' , Mj 

One photostatic copy of a diagram of the Island 
showing pertinent points to this investigation, 

TO TEE U*S*ATT0ENE5T, San Francisco t * ^ - /:,• /■/'• • :v 

One photostatic copy of diagram of *D* Cell Block/ 

One photoatatic copy of a diagram of the Island/ *\— 
showing pertinent points to this investigation, } ■ /■-' 


‘i/V:#’ ■ 


■UNDEVELOPED LEADS: „ ‘ ; /../ - 

TEE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD OFFICE AT ALCATRAZ will obtain 


copies of the medical reports submitted subsequent to those contained 
in this report, 

Will maintain contact with officials at Alcatraz to 
obtain infomation concerning results of subsequent searches, especially 
with view of obtaining the tools which might have used to effeot the 
escape, » v ; ; . ' ' * ./ /■ . 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, will obtain from the 
Coroner’s Office, a copy of the Coroner’s report submitted in connection 
with ARTHUR BARKER. ... - j-;- ■ 

Will consult the United States Attorney as to prosecutive 
action in this case, .'/*•/• • Y\- 
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. gwssaa ssh. Sss: 

' AC Sol;’ L C £lt il ?Zc?rilurt «* 

/rws, bu .. £ftct farlcrul cduteep t/iat i'r. iJciret^Mar In*®* , CORe 
left/, conutcte tr. the hospital all dat,i a f>V. <1 “?* <» a cob/wom 

' aaras s^pyf^ J«afaayss , s, i,ti“ 

i*sfe fi sr smss- 
-***|<>» *••*« eper * tatec: tAat «*' *<•” 
:;;.2cfi l nf **; *° *»* ***** 
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„VJI} ! jJAft££l933 ■ * 
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ohn rtiz'Qr Koqvct 
2J<rccic>r 



Ir&rral Surratt of Inurstlgation 
Stilted States Separtment of Sustlre 
tnaslyiiuiton, 0. C. 


r? 


JKLtJHK January 13, 1939 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. P. E. FOXWOHTH 




Thdre is transmitted herej^b a memorandum outlining 
briefly the Sentences in connectipfl with which, Arthur ■Doc* 

0 Barke r , paver Stamphl 11, Henr^Kmng, Rufus^o/jcCain and 

1 ffilliarPMartin, alias Ma rtinTTy ree, were sentenced to the 
* United Statsv'penitentiary, Alcatra2 Island, California. 


1 

UK 


I want to point out that in the forty-five minutes 
allotted to me to prepare this memorandum, I was unable to 
definitely ascertain from the 144 cards on William Martin whether 
or not the individual in whom you are interested was among these 
144 cards. I would be glad, of course, to review each one of 
the files in which the name William Martin is mentioned if you 
deem it advisable. 




Itntf7 13* 1W 

;i .. • 



ItIQUIDVI 



In connection with the attempted wcap* of Artksr *Pe* / v 
laiUr, Pave Stawphlll* Bamry Young* Jtafaa Boy XcCaia and VUlln , 
Martin# alias Bartin 1 /tm, th* following Information U Ma| 
set forth a# to tbs particular violation of Federal lav pursuant 
to which each voc placed la the custody of the Attorney General 
of the United State# * according to the file# of the federal Birraoo . 
of Investigation* 

Arthur “Doc* Barker was sentenced la the United At* too ... 

District Coart at At* Parol* Winneeote, on Bay 17* 1935# f«r hi# ' * * 

participation la the kidnaping of Xdvnrd George Bren or at »U Peal# 
KlnnesoU* on January 17# 1934* 

Date Btamphlll van found guilty aa October 26* 1937* 
la the Baited States Pie trie t Court at Oklahoma City* O klaho m a# 
end on the ease day «u sentenced to serve the rest of his metaral 
life la a United States Penitentiary with the recommendation that 
he be Incarcerated la the Baited States Penitentiary* Alcatrwa 
Island* California* This individual escaped froe the Oklahoma 
State Eeforuatory* granite# Oklahoma# on February 17# 1935* elth 
other inmates* after a guard of that reformatory la making 

their escape* end subsequently on February 27# 1935# vLth two other 
Inmates* robbed the First Batloaal Beak at Sailing* Oklahoma* with 
the ms* ef firearms, and is enter to avoid apprehension k i dn a p e d 
Doctor Fred Lewis Byers end transported fain ia hi# eatomoblls la 
interstate coemoroe from Leedy* Oklahoma* to Glanler* Tessa* 

Beery Toung on Pecenber 29# 1934# entered a plea of guilty 
to aa indictment returned against him on Ppcembar 19# 1934# charging 
kin with the robbery of the First Batloaal Bank at Uad# Washington# 
and on December 29# 1934# he mas sentenced to n term of t we n ty 
years in the custody of the Attorney General# on each of two counts 
to run concurrently# the sentencing Fudge re c o onend iag the United 
CUtee Penitentiary* Aleatrea Island# California# as the place of 
incarceration for this sentence* This Individual was paroled from 


^OylSB OEfltfBOtBD 

* 16 sa 9 ts66 







• a - 


January 13, 1939 


The Washington State Feniteatiary on October 12, 1934, sod w«K V*. 
out on parol* at the tine of the Oowalseioo of this Uak robbery* 


00 togr 30, 1939, *t Muskogee, Okl a h c na , an IndletMt f : ; 
was r* turned charging Kafu* Boy McCain with tbo robbery of th* 
Xdabel Bstionsl Bank, Idebel, Oklahoma, «o Mey 15, 1934, la tfcwi 
•cunts, and ntth the violation of tho Motional Kotor Yahiele 
Theft lot in too counts, Co rtm • U, 1935, McCain fu se n t e nced 
on tho bonk robbery indictment to twenty year* cot tho firat rat, 
twenty-five years on tho second count, a ad ninety-nine year* m 
tbo third «ad loot count, and flood bin |100«00 on each of tboao 
count*, and on tbo Motional Motor Vohielo Thoft Act indictment, 
be m sentenced to flro yoara on oaob of too counto, all sentences 
to ran concurrently and to bo oorrod in a Federal Penitentiary 
dosicnatod by tbo Attorney Conaral* 


Ao to Killian Martin, alias Martin iym, oho was received 
at the United State* Penitentiary, Alcatras Island, California, 
on March 16, 1937, for Poet Office assault and arned robbery to 
serve twenty-five years, the files of tho Federal Bureau of Xxrve^ 
tigatlon fall to definitely indicate that this Bureau conducted 
any investigation re suit inf in this o ontoa c a being imposed as to 
bin. 
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JCCiilCS 


January 2D, 2D39 




jUSSmSML £ M IM AH23&5L SMSS&Je : 


fith refertn ot «• tht too meaoraada **<ch I have 
aubmttted at a reeult of tht telephonic co^erfiatipneicMcA 
X had eith the Agent tn Charge tf tht San rranoiaea V/**« 
of the J'iJJ theettenpted e*oop* Uco tra* 

0 jj *ar.uarj 13, 1039, I an attaching hereto a eeaauntoattm 
dated January 1C, 1939, fraa the Agent in Charge at dan 
rnr.ciooo, and tshtch relate * in B«orandua /#ra ond t» 
•oaeuftat greater detail the Batter* covered by ktu <n hi* 
conversation* &ith 

Seepect/ullg 


3, Idgar Boaver 

John Sdpar Soever 
Ptrector 


Incloaure 






rith further reference to t he at# 
t erupted escape ot Aloatraw on January 13, 1939, 
1 an attaching hereto a copy of a nenorondum 
vhtch X have Just addressed to the Attorney 
General, setting cut details in connection vtth 
this natter* 

Very truly yours 

Boovor 




John Edgar Soccer 
Director 


Xncloeurg 

( 




'•*' • . o 

'JM 19 1930 

*->. r*. 
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JAN S3 1939 I 

I ’ » i »r; ^ y r:Cc * 









Mr* John Edgar Hoover 
January 16, 1939 
PMC* #3 


I7d 


iMk «r 


attention during than interrimj^h# fact that there Is 
th at then arc cliques, aid thtflBbaln informants hara J 
MW rather bitterly accuse tha Warden and the Deputy Waa 
^HS^esponsible far tha trouble, st a i n in g that it la tea to 
proper administration* 

the rvxkrvm.sr nv?m& 

aa that It wi tcmnUr under* 

rtood «e tbS5^^5^h^5e«Mr* could •bargain* with tha Dejnty 
Vardan «n Juat ergrthlng that tha y wanted to, and ha explained what bar- 
gaining aeant In that he would wake a deal with than to grant than eartaln 
wishes in return for their sot oanai ng any diaturbanoea* Be givwe ae an 
(smsspla the feet that prisoner* have whatever oalla they define* Be aoe- 
plalne that thle la dana In eavwral njr», althar tjr requesting a partleolar 
eall, which ha aaya la given then, or when they ere pat In certain oalla 
which are net next to the nan they want to be next to. If them la a 
vacancy, they oentiona to atop «p the lavctcrlee wntll they get to the 
right eall and than It (tope. Ha glvea an maple af certain prlaenera 
being together who wished to be together, thle being an Incident which X 
©odd sot check, beoanse at tha tin* thla information waa brought to qr . 
attention, HR. BOTVETT waa on the leland and It waa deeaad lnadviitable for 
■a to go any farther at the present tine. It will be an eaay natter to 
check, however. Thla la the specific axaada, existing at prwaont, where 
lnaatea who night have a reason to oall mb? cm another are perslttod to 
do ao. ■■■ exiled attention to thejOSTOT. ganw/and be aUted that 
X wouldTTsurprijfed to know that RETTICuJKKAH anfCEm all nil In three 
wilolnlnc eells.TuiUOl (»COOTT XOStlO*) la in the Vourth eelljcwr la 
Just beneath, and VUSRK1H la within hailing dlatanoa. 




7i 


* 


F alto idviiid me that tbft discipline is such that prisoners 
can becoc^^vry”abtisive to tbs guards, and upon oo ryl a ln t to tha Density 
Warden, nothing Is dons about ltj that ba has had instances of this occur 
and often ha would go back Into the oeU block, tha prisoners would swear at 
him and tell fain ha bad batter not tiy to Oftuee them ary tremble because 
they would hamate Deputy Warden put him on the outside and get him out 
of stated that be was on duty In the wortc shops i 

aftetr£LXHE wS^SBed and that it was his observation that the work could 
be done' In approximately one end a half hours each day, although it took 1 
them all day to do it* He stated that ha realises that he la la disfavor with 
the prisoners because bo Insisted that they work all of the time* Be 
attributes this laxity to the Deputy Warden 1 * attitude, eayine that be, hije- 
self , has bad to fill out work sheets for man, shearing that they bad dm ^ 
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work is th* wet shop, when they aetaally had ten witting around Mac 
nothlw, la order that thqr Mold c*t food indue trial tins m it. Ho 
mm that an «*ra actually brought don to th* wk a hop* ad of th* wil l 
.trim tfaar* wo a nothing to do, which, ia Ida opinion, wa* a dangoron 
practice teoono* it f ava thn a chance to loaf around, aaka oaoapo tool* 
ani to etanl around and *caa«* tha who!* wortc area. Ha added that te 
no tin* te ted ta f*t TOC* BARKER don off at a table where ha na ataadlag , 
hacking aver the whale area. Ha oteorwwd ala* that tha walking andltin* 
an each that a an tjr patting op th* light hin d af a etooy ta th* D»jA»V 
i Warden on got tdnoelf in any plao* or 11 m of work that te a* doairaa 
and that It ia Mono goetlp aacng tha prlaonan that *r« a**t ten to 
gin th* right ot«y te tea Copter*. 


entreat to thia, it tea ten brought to nr attend! n i 7 1 / 
> that whan guard* want to got fid of a an and ted, in o 
wur «M».,Tgood rum why te ahoold te roamed Am a oortaln detail 
or taken Am a oortaln ana, that that waa not dan* aa a natter af 
at the guard's reooneadatin, which te fait loft thn at a gnat dio- 


nk 


•drmta^et H« give* 
killed In the Hi 
v&f setae thin£ wro®£. 
Senior Of fleer Or “ 
had th* qelleof 'TAN 


mxua&A that a week toef or* Offioor CLXKE 
/ lnfor»atloci vat obtained te the effer" 

CLINE vade the ooopUint, ae did he, 

TKANi who wa* in eharg* of the eeCU 

_ mdfLOCAS e*arcb*d i wherein me found eootrehaad 

•f two paokaeee of rwlelx*, which wa* fait fcy than to be indicative of the 
fact that they mre planning to go and that thee* were eaezsmy »U«* 

H* aleo stated that m or about the 18th af D*o*wb*r 1936, -in hie wind 
several dagr* 
down and 

that te was going to put moXtaoFmzn n the ______ 

definite lnfonsUon that thro* nr* an nr* going out and that their 
netted wee to be by «endng nt af a window, owning ow*r the wire and getting 
ta the guard ia that watch tower. He etated that ELLER'S wethod of handling 
this, ratter thn noelng those an, wsa to pat another guard n th* top, 
shore** the subordinate offieer* felt that th* proper *T to ten handled 
that situation ns ta ram thoa* ff*n fyn that 



In eomocticn wi&jt&tf caWROB it n* rantlorad 

’ that at that tin* th* guard on 'duty la th* aodel tower (news not jw 
weruied by ue) had hie band la 'a asst, haring ted it injured In boating 
sen prisoner, and that it would hare ten lnpoesibl* for fain to eboot. Ho, 
it, at tte writing of this latter ten not ten able to warily thin. 
Instate that it is cocoon talk and tamrladgo among the guard* 
was tha case. 
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or cour**. 
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Hr. Jebn tdc«r 

Jtmur 16 , »39 


aloe iUW tkt cell block »D% or tti 
isolation o*Xl use*, Z5 wy such tha type «f oeuatry dub panltestl a*y 
setup that om road* about* They data that insteed of the mi being 
punished whan placed in this sell block* that that sell block la tha boat * 
ventilated, faaa an excellent vis* of tha Baa area and eity, that tha nan 
have no woorfc to do, haw all tha reading sectorial they desire, and, ia 
fact, being pl aced in isolation la very daalreb la* 

1BHHF stated that a guard at tints cannot tall a prlaanar 
what he has to do in orderly bin to work, etatlxg that ho has too wn in- 
rtanooo where prisons re haw refused to taka orders, eayiig that tho Deputy 
Warden tells then what they haw to do and that nothing la done about tho 
situation ebon the setter la called to tho Deputy Warden's attaotlan* 

isaasssigji pjtf a, jspt^na 

*D* block isolation la that section of Aloatraa cell block thick 
la used for those son sbo arc placed in oegwgation, sore or lose per- 
n&asntly end she do net haw to soak* There ore approximately 72 sen in 
Isolation on too tiers* Whereas B and C blocks of eolla are sado of tool- 
proof ateel* in which tha ordinary ran of prisoners are kept, 0 block, share 
tha worst prisoners ana kept, la of tho ordinary steel bora which can bo 
•sally out and which aw hangovers ~ 

^^^jdUtary disciplinary barracks* | 
flHfe advised ns that lie understood that u» out 
T^B^alest tool-proof steel and that he felt fairly oocsqp in feellig 
that they eould sorer get out «f a window on that aide* Homer, It sight 
bo switlonod at this tins that tho eonditian of the sell suet bo In pretty 
bed shape, beca u se while Agent KARLAKD and Z sow haring Deputy Warden 
KILLER point out to we on the sap oertaln point# of isportaaoo In tha ease, 
KU STEKRK, who was repairing after the break, reported to Ids that It 
would bo Impossible to place a grill owr the daaeged area of tho wlzdew, 
due to the fact that the ninute they would begin bannering, the wall would 
•rankle* 

Z wish also to call to your attention the fact that the prleonow 
who escaped were in the worst possible colls to bo observed by tho son on 
tho west gun gallaxy, who wee the only person who would c o v er D block whan 
the regular guard on foot w^t not caking tha rounds ^ 


}p 


sot was 

C. MHI 


Junior Guard C* TJ HURST, who was on duty at the tins of tho escape. 
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tt* tad that th* only protection that — officer m My la th* art 1 ] 
had ni that furnished by th* officer m duty la th* gun gallery and that 
th* officer on duty In th* fan fallary eould not —a th* — 11 * which — 
occupied ty th* treat** ah* escaped. 


„ stated that it vu tape* alb 

**7 whan" going along th* —11a trm which th* nan —pad. H* stated 
that h* —4* a suggestion to — th* — up die— r to th* —at g— 
gallary in ardor to o— ro cae thl* waak spot* B* do— not —11 «oceeUy 
whan he —do thl* iwoou—ttUtion bat boliev— it was about a —nth ago* 

Hi* ra collection l* not clear alther a* to whether it wa* in regular — - 
randun form or on a regular *(&* fora, which 1* — ad far ewggeation*. 8* 
ni wary emphatic about th* point that h* had pointed — t thl* — *k— 
•ad that nothing wa* done about it. Be etatad that the— —a ocmid not 
have had a batter spot to work la than that In which they wore located* 

He olao pointed cut that when he eane lata P block iron C block, a warning 
wa* repeatedly wounded and that thl* had be— — ll *d to the attostl— of 
the Iwputy harden but that nothing had be— dene about it. That there 
wa* eooe aort of a signal it 1* known, bee— the not— recovered trm 
the lavatorl— after the tine of th* —cape specifically atata that the 
signal wa* a "cluck* # th* not* rea ding as foil owe t *2 heard Jack clack 
a couple of tl— a. lie wlU ha— bull — caae***T 


tbs poet he — k— a routine inspection and inaedlately wp— — npletlon of 
th* inspection, about 4 >10 each evening, proceed* to th* north end of th* 
gun gallery, which, incidentally, 1* the fartheraat point fron the poet in 
which he would hare a dear vision of D dock isolation. Ba — at re — In at 
this particular spot, which a— nd* a view of th* corridor bat— bl ac k * 

A and B, —til such tl— — the In— t— — seable for their evening — , ' 
open he go— to th* port which eocnaad* a view of th* —h a ll, at whioh 
position he stay* until the Inset— are returned to their —11* far th* 
nightly lockup and then after giving the keys to the officer who — k— the 
aount of the In— tea confined In the hospital, ba again returns to the 
post at the north end of the —11 house, remaining there until the nightly 
lookup and final aount is coexisted! then he return* to the small port which 
— a nd* a view of the Mn dining ball, re— ining there until sueb ti- 
es the entire nusher of i— at— —signed to kitchen duty era returned to 
their cells, which is approod— taly $*30 rrery night, 

b ' 


State* that the— are rigid eiders to be carried out without 
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vtrl«M», although for this period «f il m, which Mounts t# about ms 
boor and fifty wimtew, he dow aot hm any eppertunity to afcaarva the 
activities which night transpire la D block Iwlitlau It will ba acted 
that ba would net too tbs nolle la which the escaped mi wwra locked# 
and thla explains w^r they eoold wtnfc wot of their cm eella# oroaa the 
corridor ad dlwb wp cn the wall, without fear of Wing nobasted, became 
they oould bank an approximately one boar and fifty wjputoa whan tiny 
kxmw that the only wan who ocmld oca than waa tied wp at another point* 

flUF 1 atated that conditions, In hie wind, had baoocse aente af 
lata and that ba had e urv wya d the dotation, because ba had noted that Urn 
entire Innate population wae meaty f and that the entire ©all bouee 
waa pervaded with that tensenewe which la notloaable prior to e state ef 
enargency, Ha aald that ha bad suggested U Captain F* J. ftU&ZOU that 
ell ef the doere ef the isolation block be ebadoed, especially ae to the 
bolta which ara an the hinges and have in the peat been ana crowed without 
aid of tool* whatsoever, allowing the Innate* te rmmns the 
doora and tot than ty the wide ef their oella. 

Following la a suggestion latter written ty i^Von Jmnjuy 9* 
1939# end plaoed on the Vardan's deck an Jamaiy 9i 



i 
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*Hay X wkfanlt for your consideration three iteas which Z < 
necessary te further the security of thla XndLtwtlcoT 


•First* 1. a. The upper gallery floor la D Hook, Isolation, be extended 
until It ooinddea with the enter wall ef the building proper* That both 
ends ba likewise coaled off j the one facing the Own Gallery to be node ef 
unbreakable glass, and that the utility corridor also be sealed with 
proof Material* this structural change would foretell the oonUmous 
passing ef contraband, and eliminate net ef the causes from which eomUtt 
In the Call-house originates* Further, It would In no way Interfere with 
the present lighting, beating, or ventilation ef the CeU^hoose prop er , 
while at the seas tine these facilities in the newly created Isolation block 
would resale adequate* In all it would result In keeping those innate* 
who need additional security or disciplinary action to ba boused In »— 
security calls Instead ef baing in the least secure cells as is the present 
practice* 

•Second i That a section, at least two panels, ef grill screen be plaesd 
on and attached to the bars of both Gun Galleries* This would not only 
afford added protection to the Officer here stationed from thrown wlcsels 
which could ba expected in tinea of eos&ntlon in the celb-bloekj but it would 
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olio and the situation etooreln the Go* Granados. Gao Hooka* and light 
fitl dk» $ could bo procured ly the imtMj thlo ia^gr klflg especially 
into In tho day Us# whan t an erouo inaateo are consigned to orderly Aftloo* 

M they boro hot to wait that ties when tbo Officer la sailed to tbo 
upper level In order to prooure thooo articles# 8u«h a screen would it 
no toy interfere with tbo vision or lopodo tbo action « f tbo Offloor la 
tine of otrooo* ■ 

•Third • That tbo practice of counting tbo locates confined In loolatlcn 
and solitary whllo regular Innate woo* bo discontinued and changed until 
ouch tine oo thoy oro again locked securely In ttslr oeUs# That tbo grill 
barricade bo kept locked at thlo tine# This slight change of routine 
would drc wnro p t tbo possibility of attack both front and roar* In a tine 
of anergonoy# Tbo iwsetes In isolation art soil aware of tbo foot that 
tbo Offloor In tbo West Qallmcy wot main at a eortala point in order 
to view tbo innate* at noas* and bo lo tboroforo enable to (In protection 
to tbo Officer waVirg thlo o o uat # Tbeoo Innate* hart in the port node 
kayo* Bate rial lo mr at hand with which to woke wore keyej therefore 
in order to avert tbo possibility of then ov er pow e ring the Officer end 
getting possession cf keys to tbo entire Interior of tbo coll boooo* It 
ohould bo dlOOORtlBDOdU* 

l e ery of thl o letter lo being retained In oar filet* having boon 
Obtained frofMHff It wiU bo noted in thlo letter that bo points oat .6 «* 
another weaknBW^ho whole toll blocfc-~fiaaely* that priocner* can lb- \ 
tain gas grenades* goo weeks and night sticks without web trouble* \ 



Vo bare ask several requests for infometlon regarding perlodlo 
check* oo tooting of tbo sell bare and window bare, bet oo far wo hove been 
Waable to dotondno that e^jr records are walntalrwd on those OboOko or whoa 
they are hold# 


pointed cot that bio Axtlee on tbo woot fan gaHsiy are so 


explicit end confining end that tbo officer on duty has to do certain 
little things which allow tbo wen In isolation to bo utterly unobserved aw 
occasions to tbo extent of one or one end a half hours at a Use 


whan the innate* are in the wesshsll or when tbo irate* confined to tbo 


kitchen are still in tbo kitchen* after tbo regular guard foroe has soo- 


pletod their duties* and tbo iaeatoo are loft In charge of but one officer* 
tbo kitchen guard* at*d It Is very easy for tbo Iraatcs of Isolation at ouch 
Uses to cowndt any act unmolested* 
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Aador (hur* C. T* IBffiST at*tad that tabovt JtOO 4* X. ll li .>: 
tha coatcs far tha aowriHa i* tha kit<*» t© report 

2 vtki tha* n. haring btea XomlahaA with a Hat A# f*» raqaija4 t# 

4a that mric. aw5 aa a rala tlugr to into tha kltchao about 5 

AboQt 15 wtnotaa parlar ta tha WLtohaa daUll gaihg ta tha kitchen, tha 

iwi la the asst fan callary t»* «■* *** ***'£ iLrt'tL'toll 

outside of the kitchen alma to renalne, lawiac ■• «• 

VIoek. «OMpt the COM4 m duty la lb* mat r« pllaj. *• * «■**"’ «* 
(wtj'l* ia the only m that eat m the Mitta sella* 8o»«t»r, ta , 
eennrt aaa tha dears af tha aaUa. Ha am aaa tha corridor end aaa aaa 
tha window where tha eonrlcte aada thalr My , . and item to* 
m to tha dialog rom ta aat ar ta tha kitchen, his duty la to «atA tha 
Suing roca and kitchw through tha dining »a«ut, and U^a doing that It 
la l^eoathla to wateh tha isolation hlaok. I also wish to state the 
martin tha wast gun gallery has opaolila arista ta ha y tha a ftlaor la 
abarea of tha call house under constant n mUiaw i. Hoowrwr, If ha 
uatchaa tha »<f roan, he o onn et do hath at tha a am tin, watch tha _ 
all house and tha dining roan too.* 


Zt has been celled ta oar et tertian that tools af escape night ha 
hewuefct into oell block* through the kltoton or kitchen toeenant, it 
heJngpodntod out that there la no screen to toe a n the oell block and tha 
hitoton and that there era a nunber af sail block ardailias working armed 
In that area constantly who night wary sa n i ty tort eenethlag clipped to 
then ty the kitchen detelli and, furthe r, that the ah a ke -dom glmn tto 
kitchen tola is done In a wary slipshod anon ar aad that It would cat to 
Si far those of thTtttSw help toac^^^thlng 
out as thnr case out, md they would swan taring aa notMng with the food, 
which was ednittod ty the Kardsn ta na, hlnaolf. 

■IBBitiWI to na that tha shake-down af the kttohaa 
non was pwSBSC^B It la nottoad that F. f. SB® In his article# 
on Aleatrss, appearing In the Son frendaos tasainer, also nentiana this 
W0so» af attaining tool* in tha «*H 

It la to o n br u. aa haa ba«n pointad ««t in tha inraati^atiooa 
eooductad on tha I alert heretofore, that tool* ere node In the blackaaltk 
show, and It la cl *<■>«< by tha guards that the so-ca l l e d natal tya, tha 
lnatnwMit which la kneen e* the "enttchar*, la not Infallible, end as la 
pointed cut In tha atotomnt ty UUXIAH lUtffIK, ens of the escaped nan, , 
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these Inetnx— site eon —i are raculnrlgr teitot hy the prisoners, 00 this 
it obviously a mkant* The Pardon advised m that It was poeeibl* that 
tools night ba wined in with supplies for tbs kitchen, cad It Is (CsnUy 
agreed ty those person* talked to by tbs *£«nto that it is net Wtrosb 
difficult to get tools and —terisle for escape purpose* act of tbs wort 
croc* Tbs inetna— *t that WILUAH WASTE! olaiflS was tttd to brook tbs 
tool-proof stool bar— nanely. • tteab screw dock— was nods da tbs shops, 
as noil so tbs fHoo that noro mood* WAKTIH also nakes the stetoaoat im v 
bis written stat scent, that thsro on krdves all over tho pises, vhlsh cro \ 
woetly of brass, which does not meet at all on tbs •sniteber" and that 
these knives ors not found la the nat trasses oithor when they art Sh a b s n 
down. It was WAKTIS'S statement that thsss knives wore intended far ths 
Warden, that tbs mo hated hla, sad that that was their purpose la bringing 
thorn ln« WAST2X wakes tho aasortlon la his written sta te— ct thot STAKPHUL, 
while & sell orderly, was soon to go over to Isola t io n block, and It nas 
belisvsd that ho hod hidden son eentrahand. A shook s p p ore n tly woo 
—do by ID: I SirJTTLEWOKTH, who was at ths penitentiary at that tinoj ho— r, 
wo son find no record of this* XAXT2K dal os that they altsed ths notarial 
in tho shake-dowa, which la possible la slow of tbs foot that BTAKPhHi 
was later caught with a knife with o four inch blade, st ol o n trm tho 
kitchen, which knife was found in his sell, for vfcich bo was placed la sell- 
tary on Wovwber 22, 1938. It has been sogeested that he had ©emitted this 
violation in order that he could get into isolation to effect his escape 
with the tools already planted there. 

MATERIAL ATAHA HLR TO HAKE ESCAPE TOOLS. 


To thorn of ns who have found it necessary to proceed la tho work f 
area around the black— ith shop. It Is obvious that there la an wnllw l t od 
source of notorial for esoape tools. With tbs nmtb o r of asa who wort la 
that area, with tbs Halted s up ervision, which has alroa^r been reported la 1 
detail In regard to tbs OOL&-KOE escape , it Is easy to see hem tools e— \ 
be node ty these a— when unobserved* There la likewise ml U riel la tbs 
shops, which Is verified by the shake-down that —a —do the night after ths 1 
escape, when a nitre boot nor wee found concealed! also a sped, which Is — j 
instrument slallar to a potty knife, used to spread printer’s ink. This ; 
was found to have been sharpened to a knife-blade edge — « — side and s \ 
saw-blade edge on the other. In addition, there was found s thin steel bar, \ 
which had cn cue side been converted Into a see edge. There vers also found 
two heavy pieces of wire Shout JO Inches la length, on which ths sods had 
boon curled. In the opinion of so— of the prison officials, these were 
used to push contraband fren one oell to another. 


It was also called to our attention that whan they shook down tbs 
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kitchen after the recent brsrtr, a nA fall of jlaoellmeous material 
«u taken out, and at this tins we have bam unable to determine Just 
exactly what kind ef material It mas* A* to whether It was all e onn sa l od 
or whether part af it was food eonosalsd and sous Just lying about, wa 
do not know. 

Also, during tha ChiVs dswii, tbara vara found taa saw bl a d es I 
and a band screw Jack on the top ef D oall blade, tha Isolation aactlon, 
Tbara was no indication that thaaa bad bam wed* If this had tsan 1 

available to any of tha prlaontra in that aactlon, they would easily * 

hare escaped with it, 

tt baa alao baao suggested that wnsloal ins tram ta might ba a 
scares af escape material, particularly that a staal guitar ar banjo 
airing la/tery likely instrument to usa to sew a steel franc. 

As far as Material to oarer wp tha work that thsy srs doing, it j 
was admitted in this ins tanas that putty «as not used, but rather sax ffcwm / 
tha floor was scraped up, mixed with a little paint, picked f r on tha sail 
walls or bars, which, whan covering tha paint af catting appeared tha { 
asns as tha paint, ^ 

Rater blades art suggested by the guards as a material for escape; 
however, it is known that tJbers is a close cheek en rasor blades, sad no 
farther Information has been developed regarding rasor blades* 

Aa te the naans of disposal of contraband after the purpose has 
bean carved, tha stetamni of WILLZJdf KABTIB in this cat# states that thay 
vara disposed of by being thrown down tha lavat«ry. This is logical b e caus e 
they did net in any way want tha prison authorities to know that thay had 
these instruments af escape, because having discovered than in soma shake* 
down, thay would have immediately ceased a thorough check af tha bats te 
see whether thay had bean u s ed, Zt is suggested that this poaalbly was tha 
neana ef disposing of tha thumb Jack screw, 

Tha rsoonoea&atlcft baa bean made and is being followed oat at 
this tlxao to use a magnet cn the lavatories, because tools still m ay bs 
available for escape which are reposing In tha lavatory drains, at it was 
sailed to our attention that tbqr had devised a means of tying a long 
string te a tool and letting It go down the drain until it rested normally 
and then tha string would float in reach of the arm, but still out ef sight 
in a shako-down. 


Hr. Mn Mgar sowir 
January L6| 1939 
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tte wft afal oh wi wwrwid by **» yrUcaw lntfa d<4 ^ 

to 9 M«m fro* tte Xoland attar teing In tte water wm fomd U 
tf SSS.. drift-*, a chair, and 

•round tte Island. Tbs photographs tint dr f * r ”T S *? **/ oa 

•crib* this a»te rlal> ho w^f, ^tfj^'SLT^IEl^d te\teT 

of thv Motsi. t rff***^^ of plloo of Intel ohlcii^ *ten tiitlm Hr *® 

Yardon nd wn wy otiril a r to that of *Aldb tbo raft ni ■***« 

ThT®^ oteteoocrt that ootevo obtained to date fr«m teKTl» tetotbo 

offoStUt too raft todjor w dbtelnod ** ” #rtrtg ^ 4 ^? ISriSTlite 
cad froa wood In tte vfcdnity of tbo dock* Hawnr # ootorUl oyrtjy jtto 

that In tte raft lo pllod end thrcen emend on tte parade p«» # 

wsdoebtedlr waa in tte near vicinity of tte teUding# **«*• It to *wt team 
exactly «hct ttelr direction w*« of tor boring r®» dam towards tte »Ur 
lovol free tbo window of sweeps* This wood lo Uinj teed la oonotmattm 
wo/fc on tbo ond obt oacooHoat raft notorial* tbo b indin g aaterial 

oood to Md tbo wood together wot teesta toke n ftroa tbo mUM* 

tfo boro not endeavored to fo Into tblo source of ■etorlol «o O 
acrUeolar phase of tblo investigation, tet tbo natter* nenticnsd herein 
boro o«o to our ottooUon throc^h tbo ro gular intermeatioa el«g otter 
lines* 

kUT& ; 

to what port 
stated that 
Inaedletely 

whistles* ao wort o inter of otter non sleeping 

tbs sine quarter*. Ee did not tear of tte ooeapo tettl ttenart 


m JHUVTER, tbo Protestant Cboplain # Uut bo oteo ted 
Zi ps to te noted that tte oiron lo director or*r tte _ 

Building* Tblo natter of failure to tear tbo il««# te thought Should 
bo eallod to ytiar attention* 

, Thera nt also apparently cana l d wr ahla •onf^OB^p^ciiUrlj' 

M to Whether Uwre wee an •soaps «r s fir*. lM«eh •• 

KlJtUM that hs instinct* that both tte Or* iteeiraa 

ba Mdndod la ardor that ov a ry o ne sight te awakened# fblo-lo borneoot Hr 
». cf^msiKCEtt, dental Interns, who stated that ^ «'*** a * S V **• 

blmrtnp of the alron, and ba lmsdlataly drseaad and started towards tte 
direction. at whieh tins he obaanrod the la un c h KeDoeell cotiinc trrto tte 
do^v an) {•tar iiwrairy br hla at the dock dlaoloesd that there had teen • 


Mr. John Hear Hoover 
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prison tMk. MR. ORSBKXR etatad that h • had tmr been advised as t* 
th* signal far « prison bre s k . 

ft also tm laarnad that three nm Obtained the On truck, 
believing there w a fir* and mm an tha road with tfaa Hr* oocina, 
haring got tan aa far as tbs oantoen, wben they saw turned bade, haring 
advised that It ms an escape. 


TCintBssg .am Ararat 



OOMdrliad M that they ar* jotting ready to go fra* tha ® 

paaor hJ— . jhia-r mhlc aas staked up V Agent TARUK2 and uyeelf several 
Months sgo.lfl^Hbtated thaUO*SH£LIJ, BARTLETT'S partner, who la 
suspected In th^^rsak of having 'po**ioly aaelatad da got ting tools, ba- 
tata* of his ability as an engineer, la no* working In tha alsctrloal 
shop. ■■^explain* to aa that fro* tha laondry, wtens-a great oaqy •* 
tha prtsoSr* ara anplcyed, aae can go dam ta tha laundry stars roo*, 
fro* Mich star* roc*, thay can go to tha alsctrloal shop, which la ad- \ 
Joining. Thar* la just a grill ba tw *e n the star* roe* and tha slaetrlcaX \ 

sVy . Mich am ba easily act. Ha aaid that DeSHKLLT works ta this ar*a 
unobserved far aa long as aa hoar at a tim end that thara ta Just a foar 
Inch wall batatas tha alactrleal shop and tha p war boost, which would ba 
wair easily knocked through, and fra* than an. If a weapon ware obtainable, 
that* coaid b* * wholsssl* asesp* ant of tha laundry dona through tha / 

star* roe*, tha alaetrleal afaop, md tha poaor bout*, sanely by kil l ing tha j 
guard ta th* powerhouse tower, *lthor by shooting Ida ar setting fir* ta I 
tha tower, which la woodsn, aa ha da absolutely alona and uncovered. Fra i 
that point, th* only UJjig that would bar* ta fa* done ta got th* laat 
guard cat of the way would fa* ta dispose of th* guard ta th* taw*r tm II 

th* docks sad, with a wholesale escape ta Bind, that ccold be **Uy 1 

aococpllshsd, particularly If sc** weapon vara available, and than nothing 1 
could stop than frt* getting boats ar taking ever tha Island, \ 


Tha atataMttk af WHtlAlf WAJrriH also Mentions tha fact that a area 
ef ccnrlcta ta th* kitchen had nada preparation* far asesp* and that they 
war* planning ta taka womb and children as hostages when they went. Ta 
our knowledge at this tins, although certain thing* were taken fro* th* 
kitchen, wo have net had brought ta our attention any sawed window* ar wor- 
thing of that type which night have been ready for a break. 


Our attention new has b e en brought confidentially to the fact 




V-- 
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that tlxnt tha Ua af tka OOtr-aOB iiwyi , tt» vaa a *loto» MnI 
la Ifaa hoapltal. .... 

tailor Of flow C. f/aDKST ataUd that ha «aa Infamad aororal ' 
day* ago that oonrict WFW/WKKLIir* #335* triad to MecU •*•***_ J 

out to SOQOOOQ in tho b Udtatth Ibopi probabljr 3ASTLETT, to fwftlit KU 
with hack uni bowow # biforo thoy had tbo o&ortunlly^o tUnr 
lot tor. bo vm search©^ «M throw tbo lottor la tho lmlftry. «bm it 
ni rooovorod by Co*id^P^H ondktrnod otor to tbo outborltioo* 

As atatod In tbo boglmlng of this lottor, wo in noroly ^ 
porting to you vh&t wo fcovo board md wbot has aw* to our attention 
without K? off art bolag aado to Toriljr. ax co gt **ro it oould bo ta» 
without appearing to bo waking an ada&motratlwo inrooti^atloo* X* 
personally, aw not oatlofUd with taking km of tboso statowento with- 
out itrmwUfin, roaliiing that thay bo pro^tod by porwntl 
prolodlcaa or ^ealousioo «r poroonalltlos, bat tbooo aro tho thi ngs that 
wo aro gottinc fron tbo won, nd, ta kin g than for tboir waXna as auh| 

I fait that thoy would bo of groat iaioroat to you* 

foxy truly yours. 


■a i. u ?xsm 
Spodal Agotxt In Cfcargs 

kjlpAj* 

AIR KAIL 

SPECIAL DELXVEOr 



